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At a large meeting of the members of the Charles Street Baptist Church and 
Society, held in the Vestry of said Church Dec. 29th, 1852 — William Beals, 
Esq., being called to the Chair, and Mr. Samuel N. Bbown, Jr., and Mr. Asa 
Jacobs, Jr., being appointed Secretaries — it was unanimously 

Resolved, That Committees be chosen to devise and to recommend suitable 
measures for celebrating the Fortieth Anniversary of the Installation of our pre- 
sent Pastor. 

In accordance with the resolution aforesaid, Committees were chosen, arrange- 
ments were made, and the Anniversary was celebrated by Christian greetings and 
religious services. 

Afterwards, at a meeting pf the Standing Committee of the Charles Street Bap- 
tist Society, on Monday Evening, May 3d, 1852, it was unanimously 

" Resolved, That we cherish a grateful sense of God's goodness in the connection 
which has been so long, so harmoniously, and so happily continued between our 
pastor, Rev. Dr. Sharp and this Society. Also, 

" Resolved, That the Clerk of the Society be a committee to endeavor to obtain 
a copy of his Discourse, and of the Addresses and Poem, delivered at the Com- 
memoration of the Fortieth Anniversary of the Installation of our Pastor, on 
Thursday, tho 29th of April, for the purpose of publication, and he is hereby 
authorized to carry the same into effect" 

JOHN W. GRIGGS, 

Clerk of the Society. 
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Agreeably to previous notice, the Pastor with a Committee 
were in waiting at the Charles Street Baptist Church, at ten o'clock, 
on the morning of April 29th, 1852, to extend a cordial welcome 
to, and exchange Christian salutations with, those who were once 
members of the Church, and might be at the Anniversary. More 
than one hundred persons formerly sustaining this interesting rela- 
tion, from different, and some from distant sections of the country, 
presented themselves, and participated in the grateful and joyous 
remembrances of the occasion. 

In addition to these, there was a large gathering of those who 
now worship with us, besides ministers and private christians from 
other churches, who gladdened us with their presence. 

An hour having been occupied in these preliminary introductions 
and greetings, the public services commenced. 
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ORDER OF SERVICES. 



The services commenced in the church at eleven o'clock, A. M., 
with a Voluntary on the organ ; after which the following Original 
Hymn, by Rev. S. F. Smith, was sung : — 

Glory to God, before whose feet 

In grateful trust we bow ; 
Iu joyful fellowship we meet — 

A band of brethren, now. 

We come, thy goodness to record, 

Whose grace our fears relieved, 
Here where we sought and found the Lord, 

Here where we first believed. 

Blest be the Lord, whose gracious hand 

Our Israel ranks hath led ; 
'T is forty years — but still we stand, 

Our leader at our head. 

Still round our path the wondrous cloud 

And nightly fire hath shone ; 
Our keeper is the living God, 

Our portion, God alone. 

Many to yonder world of light 

Their glorious way have sped, 
They stand in garments fair and white, 

Joined with the blessed dead. 

Gathered around the eternal throne, 

Victorious palms they wear ; 
Tastor and flock, wo linger on — 

They wait our coming there. 



Digitized by Google 



0 



Long bo our anion firm and bright, 

Like love's immortal chain ; 
Till, all our wanderings o'er, in light 

And joy we moot again. 

Prayer was offered by the pastor. 

Rev. Solomon Peck, D. D., a member of the church, delivered 
the following Address, on behalf of the Church and Society : — 

This day is the fortieth anniversary of the installation of our 
beloved and honored pastor. It has been set apart by us, and we 
are here assembled, for public religious services and mutual felicita- 
tions. Others — brethren and friends — have met with us. With 
unaffected pleasure we bid them welcome. Their presence honors 
the design of our assembling and contributes to its joy. 

Nor for ourselves alone, Friends and Brethren, do we welcome 
your coming here to-day. You who were once with us, members 
of this church and society, occupying these pews from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, listening to " the words of truth and soberness " uttered 
from this pulpit, and uniting with the great congregation in suppli- 
cations and thanksgivings and spiritual songs — you have come 
within these sacred walls again this day, you tread these courts 
again, with a joy that is all your own. Remembrances of the past 
mingling with the sight of the present, you not only become par- 
ticipators with us as of right and on equal terms — yours also is the 
pleasure of coming home. Here is the mother church ; here you 
were brought up ; here you were trained to truth, and virtue, and 
piety, and honorable usefulness. You revisit to-day scenes of your 
earlier years. You see again friends and companions of your youth 
and ripening manhood. You look again upon the countenance and 
grasp the hand of him who directed your feet into ways of pleasant- 
ness, and paths which are paths of peace. 

To all who with brotherly hearts are here present to join in these 
hallowed festivities, we proffer our cordial greetings; — to our 
neighbors, our friends, our kindred of the one great family of God 
our Father — pastors and members of other folds, yet members 
with us of the one fold of the one Shepherd. We know and are 
assured of the ingenuousness of the interest which has brought you 
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here this day. You sympathize in these rejoicings, you bestow on 
us the pleasure of your presence and friendly gratulations, because 
you see our joy — because, too, you know how to appreciate con- 
sistency, and blameles9ness, and candor, and love of truth and of 
right, and untiring devotion to duty ; — because you justly prize 
the principle of which this our assembling is in some sort commemo- 
rative — the proper permanency of tlie pastoral relation — as being 
eminently conducive, if rightly heeded, to the general good. It is 
the happiness, the honor, and I may venture to say the honest 
pride, of this church and society, that by the good pleasure and 
grace of God they have retained, in this country and in these times 
of unceasing restlessness and continual change, in meet respect and 
mutual affection, the relation of pastor and people unbroken through- 
out the period of forty years ; and that the links of their connection 
are as whole and bright this day, to be sundered by death alone, as 
on the day they were riveted. By the good pleasure and grace of 
God — because it was his good pleasure to do us good, and be- 
cause his grace taught and inclined us to choose the good way. 

That it is the good and the right way, under the ordinary admin- 
istration of God's providence, for a Christian pastor and his people 
to abide fast in their connection " till death do part them," is 
demonstrable from the nature and design of the connection, from 
the duties which it involves, and from the associations and sympa- 
thies which it creates and fosters. Its nature is spiritual ; it has to 
do with our spiritual life. Its design is, preeminently, to fit the 
soul for the life that is to come. And this office, which it aims to 
fulfil, is suited alike to every stage of our earthly existence ; to 
childhood and to youth, to mature and to decrepit age. There 
needs be no succession of pupils. No child so young that he may 
not enter this school of Christ ; no sage so wise or so laden with 
years as to have outpassed the period of his pupilage for God and 
heaven. So, too, there needs be no succession of teachers. The 
character of God, the moral state of man, the way of eternal life, 
the blessings which the gospel proffers, the obligations which it 
recognizes or imposes — these all may be taught to all in the same 
school by the same teacher, and may all be illustrated and enforced 
in the life of one and the same exemplar. To do this worthily and 
for a long succession of years, presupposes, indeed, varied and high 
qualifications. With genuine and mature piety the youthful pastor 
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must also be a man of vigorous intellect, well-trained and furnished, 
of prudence, of meekness and gentleness, apt to teach and willing 
to labor ; but having these qualifications, fulfilling these obligations, 
what should hinder from prosecuting his ministry steadily and stead- 
fastly while strength and life last, perpetuating his labors, if God 
so pleases, from one generation to the generation that follows, 
teaching to the children the lessons which he had taught to their 
fathers, and leading them in the same paths of virtue and piety in 
which he had led them ? 

And, then, the associations and sympathies which gather around 
the pastoral relation by favor of its long continuance. The awe of 
early childhood has mellowed into affectionate reverence ; respect, 
complacency, esteem, have ripened to veneration and love. With 
reverence and love there has come to be intermingled a sense of 
benefits conferred, a grateful, growing, glowing appreciation of the 
value of the teachings of the pulpit, of pastoral counsel and encour- 
agement, of fellowship in suffering, of ministrations to the living and 
to the lamented dead — manifestations, unintcrmitted and past 
enumeration, of Christlike benevolence, and sympathy, and love. 
As years have been added to years, so have multiplied these memo- 
rable things — things which we cannot lose from our remembrance, 
and which we would not if we could — remembrances interwoven 
with the very texture of our spiritual and our social life ; relieving, 
irradiating, scenes of bitterest sorrow or of exalted joy. These 
associations and sympathies were not formed to be sundered. It is 
their office to bind together ; to establish the minds of the people, 
to encourage the pastor's heart, and to multiply the channels and 
increase his power of doing his people good. 

The suitableness and blessedness of a lifelong pastorate, when 
God so favors a people, we come hither to attest this day. We are 
God's witnesses. And we come to bear witness to God's distin- 
guishing goodness herein to us, and to offer up to Him our united 
thanksgivings. It is meet that we do so. It is meet that we this 
day call to remembrance " all the way in which the Lord our God 
has led us these forty years." May it be to us a hallowed day — 
a day of cheerful communings and of true devotion, which the Lord 
our God shall bless ; and the memory of which shall be transmitted, 
for encouragement and an example, to our children and children's 
children, that they may emulate and " follow aftor." 
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Revered Pastor, — It was in memory of God's great goodness, 
and that the people of your charge might not be turned back from 
any ingenuous desires to utter it, that you acceded to the holding 
of this public commemoration, and have consented to bear a part 
in it. Your choice was, that these rejoicings and grateful recogni- 
tions should take a more strictly retired — a home cast ; and that, 
especially as concerned yourself, there might be an utter avoidance 
of every thing that would savor of adulation or display. 

Sir, we would not requite ungratefully your so kindly deferring 
to our wishes ; nor will we wittingly give utterance to one thought 
or one feeling derogating from the honor due to God only, or not 
in unison with the principles in which we have been indoctrinated 
from this pulpit — principles not only of simplicity and godly sin- 
cerity, but of modesty, propriety, delicacy. But there is a pro- 
priety — we cannot question it — in the manifestation, in the honest 
and public avowal, of sentiments which it becomes an affectionate - 
and grateful people to cherish — which it becomes us to cherish — 
in view of a lifetime of unwearied service affecting most deeply our 
characters, our aims, our nearest interests, our present and our 
eternal state. Your instructions and counsels, your oversight, your 
sympathies, solicitudes, and prayers, your thoughts by day and 
your vigils by night, throughout this long round of forty years, you 
have rendered without intermission, with no intrusive intermingling 
of other cares, with the full force of your affections, and in the fresh- 
ness and maturity of your strength, to do us good. From the pul- 
pit, at the prayer meeting, in " the pastor's study," in the chamber 
of sickness, at the house of mourning, in the church and among the 
the people, at social gatherings for rational enjoyment, in the more 
quiet groupings of family kindred, in friendly private conferences 
with the inquiring, the perplexed, the desponding, how multiplied 
have been the times and ways, how passing our power of computa- 
tion, in which you have sought and prayed and labored for our 
benefit I And only for our benefit. 

Nor have you labored in vain. Passing beyond all scenes and 
interests that close with mortal life, you have not failed in the one 
great, crowning work and object of the ministerial calling. You 
have been honored of God — may we not say it, may we not confi- 
dently believe it ? — as an instrument of conferring priceless good, 
the gift of eternal life. You Jiave preached tJie glorious gospel of 

2 
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the grace of God through Jesus Christ, The Spirit has given it 
effect. Many have believed the word. Some have gone before 
you, who will be your crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord 
Jesus. Others will follow, we trust a numerous, blessed company. 
Do we indeed believe, that for those who truly embrace the gospel 
of Christ, there is laid up, in exchange for the ills of the present 
state, " a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory ? " And 
has it been your aim and effort these forty years, amidst this peo- 
ple, by the grace of God to bring many sons to this glory — " to 
point the road to heaven, and lead the way ? " Forbid us not 
then, dear Sir, to anticipate that day. Whosoever of us, or of our 
fellow-men, shall be so unspeakably happy as to share in the glories 
of that day, and to unite with the general assembly of the saints in 
ascriptions of honor and praise and blessing to the Author and 
Finisher of so great salvation, he will also remember the way in 
- which the Lord had led him, and by whose hand and under whose 
guidance, instrumcntally, God had brought him safe through. Jf 
then, so now. So many of us as have accepted the word of this 
salvation from your lips, may here rise up and call you blessed ; 
and if there be any who have failed to receive it, they still can 
bear witness to the fidelity with which it has been delivered, and to 
the affectionate solicitude which has yearned for its acceptance by 
all. Dear Sir, we offer to you, in the presence of all these witnesses 
and before God our Heavenly Father and Christ our Redeemer, 
the united, unaffected avowal of our inmost gratitude. We offer to 
you, in all openness and with an earnest sincerity and because our 
hearts constrain to it, the filial profession of our deep veneration 
and love. We proffer to you our joyous and hearty felicitations, 
that God, who had counted you faithful, putting you into the min- 
istry, has so graciously upheld and extended your ministrations 
during such a lengthening series of years, and has in turn given 
back to you so large success. We congratulate you on the recom- 
pense which, we trust, awaits you in reversion before the throne of 
God. The Lord, the righteous judge, " will not be unrighteous " 
to forget on that day your works of faith and labors of love. 
" Henceforth there is laid up a crown of righteousness." And 
while you will ascribe to Him and to the rich gifts of His grace 
alone the acceptable fulfilling of this your earthly ministry, He 
will say unto you, Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 
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Br. Peck having concluded, Dr. Sharp replied briefly as fol- 
lows : — 

I feel that the pulpit is not a place in which to give or receive 
compliments. Where " stands the messenger of truth," nothing 
but words of truth and soberness should be uttered. And yet there 
are times and seasons when expressions of love, respect, and confi- 
dence may not only be proper but beneficial. Like Charity, they 
are twice blessed. They bless him that speaketh and him that 
heareth. He who in words gives form and voice to his feelings of 
friendship, gratitude and veneration, quickens, deepens, and per- 
petuates these sentiments. Never to tell your love is to let it die 
out. If you make no promises of kindness, constancy and adhe- 
rence, there will be danger of indifference, fickleness and neglect. 
Words are indeed but air ; yet, if true and earnest, they keep the 
inward flame alive. They are endorsements, which hold you to 
your purpose ; whereas, suppressed, continued, silence produces a 
palsy of the affections. 

Nor is the blessing of good words confined to him who speaks. 
No ! They bless him who hears them. He feels happy in the 
assurance, that he is loved, esteemed, appreciated. If others 
should even speak a little too well of him, his charity can forgive 
them. Next to an approving conscience, is the approbation of the 
wise and the good. It is the wine of life, which may impart a 
healthful exhilaration. It is a feast, which need not surfeit. 

With these sentiments, my respected friend and brother, I have 
listened with tender emotion and pleasure to the kind but consid- 
erate statements you have made concerning me. It has at least 
been my aim, to be and to do, all you have said. On a review of 
the past, I know I have come short of my duty. I may have erred 
in judgment, and have been swayed too much towards one course 
of ministerial and pastoral action, and too little towards another. 
But he who knows me, knows that I have never been swayed from 
my allegiance, to what I have deemed to be truth and duty. If I 
have been an instrument of good, just so far I have accomplished 
the object for which I entered on the Christian ministry. Nor 
would I unduly or disproportionately claim success to myself. 
Much of a pastor's usefulness depends, under God, on the coopera- 
tion of the members of his church. They are helps or hindrances. 
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I have had, in the course of my ministry, many helpers. On my 
first coming hither, I found men of mature age, " sober, grave, 
temperate — sound in faith, in charity, in patience" — and aged 
women, who were u in behavior as becometh holiness — discreet, 
chaste, keepers at home ; " — and there were younger men, some 
of whom ever stood by the side of their pastor — as freely, and yet 
as modestly offering suggestions, as they were ready to comply 
with his wishes ; — and I found ministerial gifts, never obtruding 
themselves to my discomfort, but always ready for service, when 
they would strengthen my hands or relieve me in my labors. 

And as time moved on, others embraced the truth, joined our 
ranks, and were trained to exercises of piety, to habits of useful- 
ness, and to acts of charity. 

Thus has the pastor of this church, from year to year been 
blessed. He feels and gratefully acknowledges, that his own labors 
were made more efficient by the faithful, cheerful, and unobtrusive 
cooperation of his brethren. 

My heart's desire and prayer to God is, that both pastor and 
people, remembering the past, will " be steadfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, inasmuch as they know, 
that their labor shall not be in vain in the Lord." 

After singing the following hymn, the next service in order was 
the discourse, delivered by the Pastor. 

God of our lives, thy various praise 

Our voices shall resound ; 
Thy hand directs our fleeting days, 

And brings the seasons round. 

To thee shall grateful songs arise, 

Our Father and our Friend, 
Whose constant mercies from the skies 

Iu genial streams descend. 

If mercy smile, let mercy bring 

Our wandering souls to God ; 
In our affliction we shall sing 

If thou wilt bless the rod. 

In every scene of life, thj care, 

In every age, we see ; 
And constant as thy favors are, 

So let our praises be. 
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DISCOURSE. 



PSALM LXlfl. r. 

BECAUSE THOU HAST BEEN MY HELP, THEREFORE IN THE SHADOW OP THY 

WINGS WILL I REJOICE. 

The author of this psalm was frequently and delight- 
fully occupied in reviewing the dealings of Providence 
towards himself and the people over whom he reigned. 
He remembered the " years of the Right Hand of the 
Most High ; " and considered the times when he had 
been brought low and the methods by which God had 
helped him ; and impressed with a sense of the Divine 
goodness, he tuned his harp to grateful and melodious 
strains. 

He did not ascribe the deliverances which he and his 
nation had experienced, or the prosperity they had 
enjoyed, to accident, to good fortune, or to his own 
superior abilities, but to the kind aid of the Almighty. 

He could not indeed have forgotten his own untiring 
diligence in the performance of his duties ; nor the plans 
which he had formed, and the suitable means by which 
he had sought their accomplishment ; nevertheless, he 
only considered himself an humble instrument in the 
hand of Providence, owing all his success to God. To 
God, therefore, he gave all the glory. He believed 
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that his "help had come from the Lord who made 
Heaven and earth." He saw and devoutly acknowl- 
edged the hand of God in all the chequered events of 
his life. These views had a cheering effect upon him. 
Believing that in the past, he had been under the con- 
stant, protecting care of Providence, he felt calm and 
joyous as to the future. Hence he said, " Because thou 
hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings 
will I rejoice." His exulting trust in God was the nat- 
ural and happy consequence of the help which he had 
received from God. 

I trust, my friends, it is with these sentiments of grati- 
tude for the past, and of calm and joyous hope in regard 
to the future, that we appear in this house of worship 
to-day. 

On this fortieth anniversary of the public settlement 
of your pastor over this church and society, it seems 
meet, not only that we should gratefully remember, but 
speak to each other of, " all the way in which God hath 
led us these forty years." Such remembrances and ut- 
terances, cannot fail to be productive of good. The few 
who have been connected with this congregation during 
the whole or the greater part of this period, must have 
both painful and pleasant recollections. As they find 
themselves this morning on the hill of Retrospection, 
and are calling up to remembrance the friends with 
which they were once surrounded, many of whom it is 
believed are now with the just made perfect, whilst 
others have withdrawn to worship and to be useful 
elsewhere, they must feel the commingling of tender, 
melancholy, and soul-encouraging thoughts. They can- 
not be uninterested in the recollections of the past history 
of this society. And as there are others who now wor- 
ship with us, who know but little of the circumstances, 
connected with its rise and progress, this will, I trust, 
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be considered a fitting occasion to give a brief narrative 
of such events and influences as first called it into exist- 
ence, and as have affected its character and condition 
through all its changes to the present time. 

For a long period, the only Baptist churches in Boston 
were located near each other at the northern part of the 
town, and were denominated the First and Second Bap- 
tist churches. At the commencement of the present 
century, they were under the pastoral care of those ami- 
able, discreet, and eminently useful men, Samuel Still- 
man and Thomas Baldwin. Their early training, the 
character of their minds and their pulpit talents were 
widely different. It was, however, a difference, not oc- 
casioning a hindrance, but a furtherance of the gospel. 
It was a difference suited to the intellectual condition 
and tastes of different classes of hearers, and, under God, 
was conducive to the increase and prosperity not only of 
those two churches, but of the denomination. 

One possessed strong, argumentative, and imaginative 
powers, and drawing his facts and illustrations chiefly 
from his study of the Bible, from his own experience 
and observation, and his almost intuitive knowledge of 
what was in man, he touched the springs of the human 
heart, and with God's blessing, turned multitudes from 
the " paths of disobedience to the wisdom of the just" 
The other had, in early life, enjoyed the advantages of 
a liberal education, and of refined and cultivated society. 
His polished and dignified manners won for him the 
love and respect of the whole community. And the 
earnest and yet soft tones in which he annoimced the 
messages of his Divine Master, diffused a gentle and per- 
suasive influence over the minds of delighted and con- 
stantly crowded assemblies. His preaching, moreover, 
was not merely as a lovely song, or as one that playeth 
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skillfully on an instrument, awakening momentary emo- 
tions of pleasure, which soon pass away. It was with 
power. It was the means of salvation to many who 
heard him. Not a few, who went only to admire, re- 
turned to pray. Their interest in the speaker, ended in 
feeling a still greater interest in the truths which he 
taught. 

Such were those two most excellent, and universally 
beloved ministers of Christ One was the pastor of the 
First Baptist Church in Boston a little over forty-two 
years ; the other was the pastor of the Second for a 
period of more than thirty-two years. Respected and 
useful in life, at their death, they were lamented and 
honored by those who had known them. 

But notwithstanding their ministerial attractions, as 
several members of these two churches lived at the 
south end of the town, and at intermediate distances, it 
was thought desirable that another church should be 
formed, especially, as the prospective increase of the in- 
habitants seemed to favor the undertaking. It was, to 
those who engaged in it, a subject of devout and anx- 
ious deliberation. They were few in number, and pos- 
sessed but little wealth. They felt no dissatisfaction, 
either with their pastors or their brethren from whom 
they proposed to separate. So far from this, they felt 
like children about to leave a father's home, and an 
endeared circle of brothers and sisters. They had no 
personal or worldly interests to promote ; and from 
their first movements to their last, in their preparatory 
measures for forming the church, the original members 
consulted and advised with the pastors and brethren 
from whom they self-deny ingly proposed to withdraw. 
There was mutual consultation and co-operation. Their 
course was truly honorable. No merely selfish efforts 
were employed to induce men simply on account of 
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their wealth or influence, to unite with them. Each one 
was left to his own convictions of duty. 

An estimate may be formed of the manner and spirit 
of their proceedings, by giving an extract from the ear- 
liest records of this church. It is dated May 5th, 1807, 
and is as follows : — 

" The Third Baptist Meeting-house in Boston, being 
nearly completed, it was thought expedient by a num- 
ber of Christian brethren, to make some preparation 
relative to the formation of a new branch of Christ's 
Church to meet in said house. After some observations, 
a committee was appointed to address a letter to the 
church of which they were members, requesting a dis- 
mission and their counsel and assistance in the forming 
of a new Church. This committee consisted of Thomas 
Kendall, Samuel Adams, and Heinan Lincoln." 

On the 20th of May, 1807, the committee presented 
a letter in accordance with their instructions, which was 
unanimously accepted and signed by nineteen persons, 
as expressing their views and feelings in regard to the 
Second Baptist Church, from which they asked to be 
dismissed, and their reasons and motives for seeking to 
form a new one. The communication was honorable to 
their minds and hearts. It was expressive of deference, 
love, regret, and of firm and unselfish purposes in seek 
ing to extend the interests of Christ's kingdom. 

Five other persons, with similar sentiments and aims, 
presented letters of dismission from the First Baptist 
Church, to form a part of the constituent members of 
this body. 

It was with this child-like affection, combined with 
sound discretion, and under the circumstances already 
mentioned, that the " Third Baptist Church in Boston" 
was constituted, consisting of twenty-four members. 

This important event took place on the 7th of August, 
3 
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1807, on which day this meeting-house was first opened 
for the worship of Almighty God. Agreeably to the ap- 
pointment of the Council convened on the occasion, the 
Rev. E. Williams, of Beverly, offered the introductory 
prayer, and read select portions of Scripture ; the 
Rev. Joseph Grafton, of Newton, made the dedicatory 
prayer; the Rev. Dr. Baldwin preached the sermon; 
the Rev. Joseph Clay gave the right-hand of fellowship 
to the church ; and the Rev. Lucius Bolles, of Salem, 
offered the concluding prayer. " The assembly," we are 
told, " was large and solemn, and all things were done 
decently and in order." 

The church, of course, deemed it important to have a 
pastor ; and having heard, for a short season, the Rev. 
Caleb Blood, of Shaftsbury, Vermont, they invited him 
to this office, and the invitation was accepted. He was 
an upright and zealous minister of Christ. But although 
he was endued with a vigorous, clear-seeing mind, and 
well understood, and ably expounded the great truths 
of the gospel — and no one doubted either his piety, his 
sincerity or devotedness to the work of the ministry — 
he was not so happy as to attract a suitably large con- 
gregation ; a feeling of disappointment was experienced, 
and after preaching a little over two years, the connec- 
tion was dissolved. 

But God was the help of this church in its trouble. 
He endued its leading members with that wisdom which 
is " first pure, then peaceable, and easy to be entreated." 
By their judicious counsels, forbearing tempers, and 
conciliatory measures, the society was preserved from 
apprehended division and dissolution. Mr. Blood, at 
his request, was dismissed, and affectionately recom- 
mended to the Baptist Church in Portland, where he 
labored acceptably and usefully until his death. 

After this discouraging event, the church was without 
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a pastor the greater part of two years. Supplies for the 
pulpit, without the intermission of a Sabbath, were 
indeed always obtained, but no one, during that period, 
received a call to take the spiritual oversight of this 
society. 

As an incidental visit to this place in 1809 led to my 
settlement among you, it may not be improper to refer 
to it. Being a delegate from the New York Baptist Asso- 
ciation to the Warren, which met that year in Haverhill, 
and remaining here a few days on my way thither, I 
preached in this house on the morning of the second 
Sabbath in September, and in the afternoon and evening 
to the other two churches. The next day I proceeded 
with a large party of ministers for Haverhill, and arrived 
on Tuesday morning just before the religious services 
commenced. To me, that was the most interesting and 
profitable association I ever attended. I have felt the 
savor of it at intervals ever since. 

It was that visit and the expected vacancy of the 
pulpit in Charles Street the ensuing spring, which led a 
respected deacon of this church to express to me the 
earnest desire, should it be the will of Providence, that I 
might at a suitable time become your pastor. His ar- 
guments in favor of Boston, as presenting a larger sphere 
of usefulness, and the promise of a more eligible support, 
were at that time without effect. He was assured that 
so long as I had the confidence and affection of my peo- 
ple, and was kept from pecuniary embarrassments, I 
would never leave them. " Well," replied that true and 
ever faithful friend, "will you promise, that if you 
should ever be disengaged, you will inform me of the 
fact before you accept an invitation from any other 
church ?" With that request I complied, not expecting, 
however, that I should ever have occasion to give my 
friend such information. 
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I returned from my first visit to New England, in the 
joyousness of youth, and with gilded visions of the 
future, to the scenes of my pastorate in Newark, N. J. 
My labors, which were abundant, were not in vain. 
Many professed to be the seals of my ministry. The 
house of worship proved too small, and a large and com- 
modious one was erected in its place. The building, 
however, was scarcely completed, when conflicting 
opinions in regard to weekly communion, lay preach- 
ing, and the mode of supporting the ministry, divided 
and weakened the church. Your pastor never had a 
personal difficulty with one individual of that body. 
Yet with these conscientious differences of judgment, 
occasioning monthly discussions, which were more dis- 
tinguished for pertinacity than meekness, and without 
any prospect of their termination, he was discouraged, 
and after many severe struggles of feeling tendered his 
resignation. 

Within two weeks of that time, I was most unexpect- 
edly and unanimously invited to take the charge of a 
church at Poughkeepsie, on the Hudson River ; but the 
promise made to a deacon of this church was recol- 
lected. I knew not, indeed, but that the Charles Street 
Church had a pastor, or that there might be with them 
a candidate. Hence, it was stated in my letter, that if 
they had not a pastor, but had a candidate, I would not 
allow myself to be one, for I would not interfere with 
another minister's hopes. But if the pulpit was unoc- 
cupied, and there was a desire to hear me, that desire 
might be gratified. The reply immediately came, that 
the church had no pastor, and no candidate, and that 
there was a desire to hear me. 

The time was fixed for my visit, and arrangements 
were made accordingly. My services as a candidate be- 
gan on the Friday evening before the second Sabbath 
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in September, 1811, by delivering what was then called 
the monthly " preparatory lecture." 

After preaching a few Sabbaths, as the prospects of 
increase and union were favorable, the society decided 
to meet in a hall over Parkman's market-house, until a 
new roof could be placed over this spacious edifice, in 
lieu of one which, though but four years old, had given 
indications of being insecure. When that hall was fdled, 
the church and society were greatly encouraged. And 
on the 30th of October, 1811, the person now speaking 
to you, was unanimously requested, both by the church 
and the pew proprietors, to take the oversight of them 
in the Lord. The following communication was received 
by me, from a committee appointed for the purpose : — 

Esteemed Brother, — In fulfilment of the duty assigned 
us, we cheerfully and cordially, in the name and by the 
direction of the church, invite you to accept the pastoral 
office. The entire unanimity which prevails among our 
friends relative to the request, we consider as a happy 
presage of usefulness. It is our prayer that the Saviour 
may make it your apparent duty to accept the invita- 
tion. Should this be the result, we hope to give the 
evidence of a desire to render you comfortable in pecu- 
niary concerns, and to unite heartily with you in the 
great object of promoting and extending the Redeemer's 
kingdom among men. We trust our prayers will ascend 
to the Chief Shepherd, that the desired period may soon 
arrive, when in this place, we shall behold converts mul- 
tiplied and the praises of Jesus celebrated by numerous 
trophies of grace. 

Yours, 

With Christian regards, 

E. Lincoln, 

Boston, Oct. 30, 1811. Thos. Kendall. 
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Under these auspices, my services were continued 
until the close of November, when providential circum- 
stances called me away. After suitable deliberation and 
consultation with judicious Christian friends, the invita- 
tion was accepted ; and on the first Sabbath in March, 
1812, 1 resumed my ministerial labors. 

After some delay, occasioned by the scruples of a most 
excellent member of the church, as to the propriety of 
Installation, it was finally and unanimously determined, 
that I should be publicly recognized, as pastor of the 
" Third Baptist Church and Society." 

The services of recognition took place on the 29th of 
April, 1812, forty years ago this day. Brethren, Joseph 
Grafton, of Newton ; Lucius Bolles, of Salem ; William 
Collier, of Charlestown ; and Thomas Baldwin, D. D., of 
Boston, took part in the services. They were all true- 
hearted men, u fearing God and working righteousness." 
In purity, simplicity, piety, amiability, and devotedness 
to their Master's service, it is believed, that very few 
have excelled them. 

To me it is a solemn and admonitory consideration, 
that not one of those ministers, who welcomed me to 
this station forty years ago this day, and pledged to me 
their counsels, their co-operation and their sympathies, 
is here to rejoice with me, and stand by me, on this or 
on any other occasion. They are all s:one ; and are, I 
doubt not, shining as stars in the kingdom of their 
Father in Heaven ; for they turned many to righteous- 
ness, when they were laboring in the kingdom of his 
Son on earth. 

After what manner I have been with you, at all sea- 
sons, perhaps even on this anniversary occasion, it is not 
quite proper for me to say. A few of you know — oth- 
ers have learned by report. I may at least affirm, that 
when I first came amongst you, I brought with me good 
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intentions ; and that, having a thorough conviction of 
the Divine Authority and supreme excellence of revealed 
truth, and of the certainty of its final triumph, I never 
yet saw the occasion when I was either ashamed or 
afraid of giving full utterance to it. And yet, I may 
affirm, without claiming too much credit for myself, that 
it has been my constant aim, to " speak the truth in 
love." I have never supposed, that persons could be 
won from the ways of sin or of error, by calumny, by 
bitter denunciations, or by garbled misrepresentations of 
their opinions and practices ; therefore, as you know, I 
have never resorted to such means. I have endeavored 
by a full, clear and cogent exhibition of Bible truths, in 
their fair, and just, and mingled proportions, to com- 
mend them, and my own ministry, to " every one's con- 
science in the sight of God." I have never aimed at 
temporary, but at permanent, effects. I have not sought 
so much to call forth emotions as to cultivate principles ; 
and have never been so anxious to arouse your passions 
as to enlighten your minds. Nor have I labored so 
much to shape your opinions to any human creed, as to 
shape them to the truths of Holy Scripture. It has been 
my steadfast purpose to win you to purity and virtue, 
and to induce you to bring out, in beautiful harmony, 
all the graces and excellences of the Christian character. 

You also have had satisfactory evidence, that in my 
relations to society, I have never forgotten that I was a 
minister of Christ ; and your minister. My office has 
always seemed to me to be as high, as honorable, and as 
useful as any other, if not more so. I have therefore 
determined, at all seasons, that I would never do any 
thing knowingly, in my social, civil, or political relations, 
which would degrade that office, or lessen* my just min- 
isterial influence. Acting on this principle, without pre- 
varication, or pusilanimity, or selfish considerations, I 
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have often yielded my rights as a citizen, rather than 
diminish my usefulness as a pastor. I have seldom, per- 
haps never, obtruded party topics any where, in order 
that I might the more effectually win men, to that great 
Christian party, comprising all the lovers of truth and 
goodness, to which all other parties should aspire to 
belong. 

As to the matter of my preaching, I have always be- 
lieved and taught ; that man is a sinner ; that he needs 
to be renewed in the temper of his mind and the habits 
of his life ; that this is effected by the Holy Spirit, bless- 
ing man's own thoughtful and scriptural consideration 
of his ways ; that by the cordial belief of God's holy 
truth, he is influenced to " forsake evil and cleave to 
that which is good ; " that being condemned for his own 
wilful transgressions, and not for the sin of his First 
Parent, he needs to be pardoned ; and that this blessing 
is obtained by seeking God's mercy through faith in the 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus. I have also taught 
you, that although God is not reconciled to sinners 
through Christ's mediation, yet it is through Christ's 
mediation that sinners, believing in his sufferings and 
death, as their ransom, are reconciled to God ; nor have 
I ceased to remind you of the resurrection of the dead ; 
of a Judgment to come ; and of the retributions of eter- 
nity, to be decided by Him " who will render to every 
one according to his deeds, whether they be good or 
whether they be evil." 

But with these sentiments too long and too deeply 
planted in my mind ever to be rooted out, it has been 
contrary to all my tastes and habits, as you know, and 
contrary to my views of the loving and gentle spirit of 
Christianity, to speak contemptuously or bitterly of any 
who have differed from me cither on minor or more im- 
portant points of theology. I believe, there may be 
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much speculative error, where the heart is right in the 
sight of God ; and that there may also be a strong ad- 
herence to a good creed, in connection with a bad life. 
Sound scriptural views of doctrinal truths, are, in my 
judgment, very important ; but a heart sound in God's 
statutes, imbued with Christ's spirit, leading its possessor 
to " purify himself even as Christ is pure," and prompt- 
ing him to acts of compassion, forbearance and forgive- 
ness, is far more so. In regard to such and kindred 
topics connected with Christian faith and practice, I 
have felt as though I heard a voice saying to me — 
u These things command and teach." 

As to my intercourse with ministers of my own de- 
nomination, it will not be unseemly for me to say ; I 
have cultivated peace with truth, familiarity with re- 
spect, and an inflexible adherence to principles, with a 
flexible readiness in yielding up mere personal prefer- 
ences, to the convictions, feelings, and preferences of 
others. And I am unspeakably happy in saying to-day, 
that this spirit of deference and mutual concession to 
each other's judgment and feelings, pervades, to a most 
blessed extent, the large circle of ministers with whom 
I have the happiness of being more immediately con- 
nected. I do not know an equal number of our own 
denomination any where, who have dwelt more peace- 
fully, harmoniously, and lovingly together, than have 
our ministers in all this region. So far as I can recol- 
lect, the first unkind, harsh, grating word, between my- 
self and any of my brethren, during the last forty years, 
has yet to be uttered. 

And here it is due to the occasion and to myself to 
say ; that I cherish among my most treasured and grate- 
ful recollections, the unsolicited and unexpected kind- 
ness, which proposed to me seven years ago, the desir- 
ableness, after an absence of forty years, of revisiting 
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my native land, with the generous intimation that my 
pulpit would be supplied by the ministers in Boston and 
vicinity, as an expression of their love and esteem. 
And when, in addition to this, I was assured that my 
respected fellow-citizens, without distinction of sect, and 
chiefly indeed out of the denomination, would be happy 
to meet the expenditures of such a journey, I accepted, 
most gladly and most gratefully, those never to be for- 
gotten and substantial manifestations of regard. 

It was under such most pleasant circumstances, that I 
left the home of my adoption for the home of my birth. 
And during an absence of four months, my pulpit was 
supplied by the ministers and pastors who had so readily 
offered their services. I thank them all to-day, for that 
unbought expression of their esteem and good will. I 
can never feel otherwise than grateful towards all those, 
whether in the ministry or in private life, who so heartily 
contributed to my gratification and comfort, in that very 
interesting event of my life. 

Such have been my relations and intercourse with the 
ministers of my own denomination. In regard to those 
of other Christian sects — without ever concealing any 
opinion, or surrendering any Christian principle, or de- 
nominational peculiarity — our intercourse has always 
been frank, courteous, conciliatory, confiding, and in no 
instance has it been marked with bigotry, censorious- 
ness, or dogmatism. 

But I feel that I have said too much concerning my- 
self. Certainly nothing but the occasion, could justify 
my remarks to my own sense of propriety. If I have 
exceeded the boundaries which delicacy prescribes, for- 
give me. I have been anxious to satisfy your laudable 
curiosity, but not to gratify my own vanity. 

I would not, however, speak of myself only. I should 
do violence to my best feelings, were I not on this oc- 
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casion to give utterance to the love, and gratitude, and 
respect which I cherish for the memory of the past 
members of this society, as well as towards those who 
are still of us. I came to you a young man, in the full- 
ness of my strength, confiding in you, and hoping in 
God. Nor have I been disappointed. I bear you this 
grateful and honorable testimony, that our relations to- 
wards each other, have been uninterruptedly happy. 
We have never, during this whole period, " fallen out 
by the way." There have been no bitter, recriminating 
words. With perfect freedom of speech, and with differ- 
ences of opinion on questions which have been discussed 
in the meetings of the church, there has been always 
such a preponderance of regard for each other's convic- 
tions and feelings, that we have not, to my remem- 
brance, during the whole of my pastorship, had one con- 
tentious church meeting. If, at any time, there have 
been the elements of strife, the sons of peace have come 
in, and by " soft words have turned away wrath." The 
dark clouds, w T hich perchance you might have seen, at 
very distant intervals, were dispersed without breaking 
upon us, and the threatening storm was hushed into a 
calm. From my first coming among you to this hour, 
the men of age and of deserved influence, have always 
manifested towards each other and their junior brethren, 
that sound discretion, that courtesy, that personal re- 
spect and unaffected condescension, that avoidance of 
censure and recrimination, that spirit of conciliation and 
forbearance, which have kept the harmony of the church 
undisturbed. 

Equally harmonious have been the relations of the 
church with the society. The one has never, in a soli- 
tary instance, arrayed itself in a spirit of unkindness 
against the other. Both have always acted on the prin- 
ciple, that they had mutual interests, and were mutually 
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dependent on each other. I look back, therefore, over 
the years that have passed, with emotions of devout joy, 
as years of peace and friendship, in which each hath 

" Fulfilled his part, with vympittliizing heart, 
In nil the cares of life and love." 

And I now declare, in the hearing of you all, I feel 
thankful to God, that, at so early a period of my minis- 
try, my lot was cast among you. Were I permitted to 
commence my public career again, I could neither wish 
nor expect to be among a more affectionate people than 
you have been, from the beginning of my pastorate 
among you until this day. Accept my thanks for all 
your kind thoughts and considerate attentions. 

But great injustice would be done both to those who 
are gone and to those who remain, were they only 
spoken of as a endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace." To their honor be it said, 
they have looked around them, at a distance, and on the 
nations abroad, and have inquired what ignorance, what 
vice, what irreligion and what poverty, can we, with 
God's blessing, in concert with others, seek to remove ? 

Actuated by this spirit, during my labors here prev- 
ious to my installation, the Evangelical Tract Society 
was organized, at the house of one, who was a con- 
stituent member of this church. I am happy to see him 
here to-day. You will know to whom I refer, when I 
say that for his long, valuable, and disinterested services 
as Treasurer of the Board of Foreign Missions, his praise 
is in all the churches. The object of that society, as 
stated in the preface to its constitution, was, " by the 
gratuitous distribution of tracts, to diffuse the knowledge 
of divine truth ; to awaken men from a fatal security in 
sin, and point them to the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sin of the world." It was sustained, and was, 
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I believe, under the direction of members of the Baptist 
churches, with one most honorable exception. Mr. 
Henry Homes, a pious Christian brother of Park Street 
Church, was a member of the committee, and a most 
generous and active patron. The members of that Tract 
Society visited the dwellings of the ignorant, the poor 
and the vicious, and having said a few kind and truthful 
words, they left them, not controversial, sectarian, but 
Christian tracts, intended and adapted to make the 
readers of them " wise unto salvation." 

And it will not be improper to state, that, towards the 
close of the first year of my settlement with you, letters 
were received from the Rev. Adoniram Judson, appeal- 
ing to Baptist Christians in America, to bestir them- 
selves in behalf of the heathen. Having at once pledged 
ourselves to one another, to do our part towards sustain- 
ing him, and other missionaries should they offer, it was 
thought desirable to establish a monthly missionary 
prayer meeting. It was believed that prayer would 
bring down God's blessing upon our exertions, and would 
also tend to deepen, and widen, and heighten the mis- 
sionary feeling in our congregations. With these views, 
this church, on the 25th of January, 1813, voted to es- 
tablish a monthly prayer meeting to seek divine influ- 
ences for the revival of pure religion amongst ourselves, 
and for the success of domestic and foreign missions. It 
was also voted, at the same meeting, that letters be ad- 
dressed to the First and Second Baptist churches, affec- 
tionately inviting them to unite in the proposed meeting 
for prayer. On the 8th of February, 1813, at the house 
of Rev. Dr. Baldwin, he being the oldest pastor, the Bap- 
tist Society for Propagating the Gospel in India and 
other Foreign Parts was constituted ; and on the 8th of 
the following month, your pastor informed his people, 
that the other two churches had cordially agreed to 
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unite with us in the observance of a monthly prayer 
meeting. On that same evening, myself, " with Deacon 
Ward Jackson and Mr. Ensign Lincoln were appointed 
a committee to solicit subscriptions and donations for 
the Foreign Missionary Society." I most gladly bear 
them record, that, in their contributions for this noble 
and Godlike object, other churches have far surpassed 
us since ; but I know and rejoice in the fact, that the 
first subscriptions ever collected for our Foreign Mission, 
were obtained by the personal solicitation of your pastor 
and his assistant in every good word and work, Mr. 
Ensign Lincoln. 

Before another year had passed away, the person now 
speaking to you had the honor of holding repeated in- 
terviews with two* or three of his brethren in the min- 
istry on the great importance of providing for the liter- 
ary and theological education of such young men as 
might give evidence of being called of God to the work 
of the ministry. The Rev. Dr. Chaplin, a learned and 
profound divine, was requested to prepare an address on 
the subject, to be delivered to the Boston Baptist Asso- 
ciation, to be held at South Reading on the 22d of Sep- 
tember, 1814. He did so. It was well received, and 
on that day, the " Massachusetts Baptist Education So- 
ciety" was organized. Its object was to afford the 
means of education to young men of the Baptist denom- 
ination, who should " give evidence to the churches of 
which they were members and to the executive com- 
mittee, of their personal piety and call to the gospel 
ministry." And it gives me pleasure to say, that this 
society, and the larger one that afterwards grew out of 
it, viz., the Northern Baptist Education Society, always 
received your generous favor. For some years, the stu- 
dents were under the care of Rev. Dr. Chaplin, then at 

* Baldwin, Batchclder, Bolles. 
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Danvers, and went with him to Waterville, when he was 
placed at the head of the Maine Literary and Theologi- 
cal Institution. This movement issued in the establish- 
ment of the college there, of which he was elected the 
first president. At last, by the munificence of a few in- 
dividuals,* amongst whom in this church were N. R. 
Cobb, J. B. Jones, Ensign Lincoln, Deacons Ward Jack- 
son, Thomas Kendall, and others, who contributed nobly 
for their means, an eligible estate and mansion were 
purchased, and the Newton Theological Institution was 
called into being. May it, on that beautiful hill, with its 
healthful location, and commanding prospect, and com- 
modious buildings, and able professors, ever remain a 
monument of the intelligent Christian liberality of its 
founders, and of the ever-fostering care and timely ben- 
efactions of their successors. 

A little more than another year passed away, and an 
appeal came from an excellent lady in the commercial 
metropolis to your pastor's wife, with the inquiry, 
whether much good might not arise from the establish- 
ment in Boston of Sabbath Schools. The suggestion 
was maturely and piously considered. A meeting of 
Christian women was called to consider the subject, for 
the Christian men rather questioned the necessity of 
such a movement. The ladies who met, did not coldly 
reason, but warmly and kindly felt, that good might be 
done. They formed themselves into a society, went 
among the poor, and the neglecters of the Sabbath, in 
quest of scholars, and, in the spring of 1816, the Charles 
Street Female Sabbath School was formed. The breth- 
ren looked on a little while, wondering whereunto it 
would grow : at last they thought some good might be 
done, and a Sabbath School for boys soon followed. 
Schools in the two other churches, and in the Belknap 

* Farwcll, Bachcllcr, &c. 
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ber, 1817, the first anniversary of Sabbath Schools in 
Boston, was celebrated in what is now the Baldwin 
Place Baptist Church — about four hundred children 
being present. 

Nor have the members of this society overlooked the 
physical wants of those around them. The Howard Be- 
nevolent Society numbered amongst its founders, sup- 
porters, and early advocates, names that will be ever 
dear to this church of Christ. The same may said in 
regard to the " Fatherless and Widows' Society," insti- 
tuted a little more than thirty-five years ago. To use 
the language of scripture, " Many women did virtu- 
ously ; " but there were some here, and they widows, 
who, in its formation and early progress, did more than 
they all. Not more in bestowing funds, but in prevail- 
ing upon others, who had funds, to bestow them. I do 
not mention any of these facts by way of self-commen- 
dation. I know and revere the proverb, " Let another 
praise the,e and not thine own lips." But the last fifty 
years has been an age of societies, in which the good 
have combined together to do good. And it has so hap- 
pened that we have had the pleasure and the honor of 
being participators with others in bringing them into 
existence ; and have taken our turn and share in nursing 
these institutions through their infancy and childhood ; 
and have watched over them, and contributed to their 
growth, their maturity, and stability. 

Immediately after my installation a Tuesday evening 
lecture and a Friday evening prayer and conference 
meeting were established. These are continued, and are 
as well attended now as at any past period. For the 
first twelve years these meetings were held in a small 
room in the cupola of this building. But on Nov. 30th, 
1824, we had the pleasure of meeting for the first time 
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in our present vestry, and of setting it apart to the wor- 
ship of Almighty God. On that occasion, a discourse 
was delivered from the words, Isaiah lvi. 7, " Even them, 
will I make joyful in my house of my prayer." It was 
built chiefly by the liberal benefactions of church mem- 
bers, and was then considered the most commodious and 
beautiful lecture room appended to any of our churches, 
although I rejoice to say, that other vestries have since 
been erected, which, as to size and convenience, quite 
surpass ours. 

At the suggestion and on the earnest recommendation 
of your pastor, showing the superior advantages of ad- 
ministering baptism in houses of worship in the city, a 
committee was appointed to consider the subject. Their 
report was in favor of a Baptistry ; the consent of the 
society was obtained ; and, in 1827, baptism was for the 
first time administered in this house, in the presence of a 
noiseless, solemn, and deeply affected religious assembly. 

Improving on the past, as we supposed, on the 4th of 
April, 1829, the sweet and powerful tones of an organ 
were first heard assisting us in our worship. At first, its 
sounds were far from pleasant to some, who thought 
that things without life, as pipe, harp, or organ, should 
not be employed in the public service of God. But, 
after a while, they became reconciled to the evil, or 
found, perhaps, that it produced not the evil which they 
had feared. A discourse was delivered on the occasion, 
from the words, Ephesians v. 19, " Speaking to your- 
selves in psalms and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your heart to the Lord." Hav- 
spoken of the utility of that noble instrument, the organ, 
when properly touched, the speaker said ; " Let us all, 
then, with united and harmonious voices, lift up our 
hearts to God in holy praise. With all its soft and 
majestic tones, the organ has no soul. There are no 
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breathing thoughts — no warm pulsations of the inner 
man — issuing from the mouths of that instrument, and 
ascending to heaven. If, then, we assign to it, the per- 
formance of a worship, which we ought to render our- 
selves, it cannot be acceptable to God. But if we em- 
ploy it as an aid to our devotions j to make them more 
solemn, more heart-aflecting, more joyous and more sub- 
lime, then shall we have reason to bless God for its erec- 
tion in this house. The joy of the Lord will be our 
* strength. And ' rejoicing in hope of the glory of God/ 
we shall sometimes, when singing, long to join that great 
multitude, whose i voice,' in the sublime language of the 
Apocalypse, ' was like that of many waters, and as the 
voice of many thunderings,' saying, ' Alleluia ; for the 
Lord God Omnipotent rcigneth.' " 

In taking a general retrospect of the past it may not 
be improper to state, that lor a long succession of years, 
without intermission, the church and society increased 
in numbers and strength ; and as the church which once 
was a child had become the spiritual mother of many 
children, many of whom were attractive and religiously 
enterprising, and thought they could set up for them- 
selves, new connections and relations were formed. 
Hence, although more than two hundred of our church 
members have died since my settlement, our diminu- 
tions have been chiefly occasioned by dismissions to 
neighboring churches, or for aiding in the organization 
of new ones ; so that our losses have been a gain to 
others ; or the means of establishing new religious in- 
terests. 

It would be an easy task to confirm these statements. 
When the Baptist church at Cambridgeport was formed, 
Dec. 25, 1817, twenty-one members were dismissed from 
this body, taking with them, probably, an equal number 
from the congregation. To the church at Koxbury, 
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when it was organized, March 14, 1821, eleven mem- 
bers were disused, and more than that numlAr went 
with them, who had been of this society. When the 
church in Federal Street was constituted, on the 16th of 
July, 1827, thirty received their letters of dismission on 
one evening, accompanied, perhaps, by more than fifty 
others of the congregation ; and within a few months 
eight others were dismissed to the same church. A few 
years passed away ; and, on March 21st, 1831), twenty- 
eight members were dismissed together from us, to aid 
in the formation of a church in Harvard Street, taking 
with them a large number of the society. And in 
1841-42, a period of little more than twelve months, 
thirty-eight persons were dismissed at their request, to 
join other churches, chiefly in the city. 

This church has also had the happiness and honor of 
sending out twenty-five persons to preach the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God. 

Now, in view of the past, what is our duty in regard 
to the future ? We ought to " rejoice in the shadow of 
the wings of the Almighty." Our past experience as a 
church and society should cause us to confide in the 
protection, and ever constant guidance of Him who has 
so long and so constantly blessed us. We cannot doubt 
His fatherly care, and the interest which he feels in 
our prosperity. Surely we may confidently exclaim, 

*' lie that hath helped us hears us through, 
And makes us more than conquerors too.'' 

I can see no reason why this house should not be occu- 
pied by a large assembly of Christian worshippers for 
generations to come. Access to it is far more easy and 
pleasant than in all past years. With God's blessing, 
nothing, it seems to me, is necessary to secure your 
future prosperity, but an enlightened, Christian zeal ; 
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union among yourselves ; candor and good will towards 
your fdlow Christians of other churchy and sects ; a 
minister "speaking the truth in love," " instant in season 
and out of season/' able in the pulpit, and discreet and 
kind out of it. Remember always, that trust in God is 
not a state of sluggish repose. An intelligent and scrip- 
tural trust is not an expectation that God will do that 
for you, without means, which he has only promised to 
those who faithfully, and perseveringly, use the means. 
When the Psalmist uttered my text, immediately he 
added, "my soul followcth hard after thee." If we 
would have soul-prosperity, our souls must follow hard 
after God. We must say from the heart, " Save now, 
we beseech thee, 0 Lord ; 0 Lord, we beseech thee, send 
now prosperity." With our whole souls we should seek 
His favor which is better than life. Never forget, my 
friends, that the true glory of a Christian congregation, 
is in the spirituality of their worship and in the holiness 
and usefulness of their lives. 

Whereunto ye have attained, let me intreat you to 
walk by the same rule, and mind the same thing. Seek 
an increase, but not a change, of the spirit and princi- 
ples by which you have been actuated. If kindness, 
forbearance and courtesy have contributed so largely to 
your union, strength and prosperity, never try the ex- 
periment of unkindness, impatience and severity ; these 
tempers would soon produce division, weakness and deso- 
lation. By love, therefore, serve one another. Then 
the God of love and peace will be with you, and the 
future generation of worshippers in this house, shall en- 
joy the harmony, the happiness and the prosperity of 
the present and the past. 

To me this is an affecting moment — and in the calm 
expectation that in a few years at the longest I shall 
relinquish a ministry which to me has been a perpetual 
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source of pure and high enjoyment, and to you, I trust, 
not unprofitable, I " commend you to God, and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among all them which are 
sanctified." 



The Congregation united in singing the following hymn : 

Come thou fount of every blessing, 
Tune our hearts to sing thy Grace; 

Stream of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

By thy hand sustained, defended, 
Safe through life thus far we've come ; 

Safely, Lord, when life is ended, 
Bring us to our heavenly home. 



• 
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ADDRESS TO THE PASTOR. 

Rev. Baron Stow, D. D., Chairman of a Committee of Minis- 
ters of the Boston Baptist Associations, with his associates on the 
committee, the Rev. Dr. Neale, and the Rev. Messrs. Caklicott, 
Howe, and Anderson, rose in the pulpit, and read to the Pastor 
as follows : — 

To the Rev. Daniel Sharp, D. D., Pastor of the Charles Street 
Baptist Church in Boston : 

Reverend and Dear Sir, — We, your junior brethren in the 
Christian ministry, connected with the Boston Baptist Associations, 
beg leave to address you in this formal manner, and tender to you 
our respectful and affectionate congratulations. 

The occasion upon which we meet you to-day, is one of extraor- 
dinary interest, both to yourself and to the people of your charge, 
and in that interest we most fervently sympathize. Here, during 
forty years, you have stood as a preacher of the everlasting gospel, 
declaring, with all sincerity, those truths which you cordially be- 
lieve, and also as a devoted pastor, watching tenderly, and without 
weariness, for the spiritual good of that flock over which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseer. The continuance of your ministry 
in one field, and through so long a period, is a fact which bears in 
your favor a most unequivocal testimony. Facts of this class are 
of rare occurrence. Your case therefore, is singular, and worthy 
to be especially noted ; and your friends have done well by insti- 
tuting to its honor these commemorative, religious services. 

Wo are happy, in this public manner, to express our admiration, 
not only of the unfaltering steadiness with which you have main- 
tained your position, but also of that character which has given you 
such foundation and fixedness in the confidence of those to whom 
you have ministered. Your path has lain through some scenes of 
difficulty and trial which would have disheartened many others ; 
but none of these things have moved you, and, by patient continu- 
ance in well-doing, as you have fully merited, so you have certainly 
obtained, the award of general commendation. 
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You are here to-day, Reverend Sir, with a reputation undamaged 
by wrong, untarnished by folly. The principles which you have 
taught to others for the government of their lives, }'ou have con- 
sistently exemplified in your own conduct. To your brethren in the 
sacred office, you have been a model of courtesy, prudence, and 
uprightness ; and to all men you have shown yourself a pattern of 
good works, uncorrupt, grave, sincere. However others may differ 
from you in creed or opinion, we know not the person who can 
charge you with a departure from the rule of Christrian charity. 
You have constantly been firm in the maintenance of what you 
regarded as the true and the right ; but we are not aware that you 
have ever, in theory or in practice, denied to others the freedom 
which you have claimed for yourself. No man among us has looked 
deeper into " the perfect law of liberty," or continued therein with 
more unswerving fidelity. Attached by conviction to your own 
section of the Christian host, you have never been accused of ilhb- 
erality, or a spirit of exclusiveness. True worth, wherever discov- 
ered, has had your recognition and confidence. Moral obliquity, 
wherever existing, has never been able to boast of your approval or 
connivance. 

When you commenced your labors in Boston, none of us were 
preachers of the gospel ; some of us had not even appeared on the 
stage of being. But many of us can remember a considerable por- 
tion of your history, and we early learned to associate your name, 
not only with this church, but also with benevolent enterprises 
which were then in their infancy, but which have since advanced to 
strong maturity. To those enterprises you have given your time, 
your service, your personal influence ; and, for their present pros- 
perity, they are largely indebted to your judicious counsels, and 
your unvarying support. Particularly is this true in the great de- 
partments of ministerial education and missions to the destitute, 
both domestic and foreign. You have taken broad views of the 
wants of the church and of the world, and, for the supply of those 
wants, you have intelligently, wisely, gratuitously labored. And, 
in doing this, we believe that you have coveted no aggrandizement 
of yourself, but, with great simplicity of aim and purity of motive, 
you have sought the advancement of that cause, which is preem- 
inently the hope of our fallen race. The precise measure of your 
influence cannot now be separated from that of the many good men 
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with whom you have been associated in the work of faith, but we 
know of no living man who is entitled to the honor of a greater 
amount. 

Permit us to assure you of our grateful recollections of that 
uniform kindness with which you have treated us, at all times, and 
in every relation. While your example has ever been prominently 
before us as a light, " burning and shining," your bearing towards 
us, and your intercourse with us, have always been such as to 
inspire our confidence, command our respect, and attract our 
affection. 

We greet you on this occasion with unaffected cordiality. We 
love to sec you honored. Regarding, with sincere delight, all the 
manifestations of esteem and attachment, which to-day, or at any 
other time, here or elsewhere, you may receive from others, we 
desire, by placing in your hands a small testimonial of the estima- 
tion in which you are held by your brethren in the " ministry of 
reconciliation," and by the subscription of our names to this frater- 
nal address, to be recognized by you and your posterity, as among 
your truest friends and admirers. 

0 . f BARON STOW, Pastor of tho Rowc st. Baptist Ch., Boston. 
2 BOLLIX H. NE ALE, Pastor of the First Baptist Ch., Boston. 
E ■ THOMAS F. CALDICOTT, Pastor First Baptist Ch., Charlcstown. 
| THOMAS D. ANDERSON, Pastor Dudley st. Baptist Ch., Roxbury. 
° { WILLIAM HOWE, Pastor of the Union Ch., Boston. 

LEVI TUCKER, Pastor Balwin Place Ch., Boston. 
J. W. PARKER, Pastor First Baptist Ch., Cambridge. 
HENRY J. RIPLEY, Professor in the Newton Theological Institution. 
SOLOMON PECK, Cor. Sec. American Baptist Missionary Union. 
EDWARD BRIGHT, Jr., Cor. Sec. Am. Baptist Missionary Union. 
JEREMIAH CHAPLIN, Pastor First Baptist Ch., Dedham. 
JONATHAN TILSON, Pastor First Baptist Ch., Hingham. 
J. W. OLMSTEAD, Editor of Watchman and Reflector. 
SEWELL S. CUTTING, Editor Christian Review, and Associate Ed- 
itor of Christian Watchman and Reflector. 
J. W. PARKHURST, Agent of the A. B. H. Missionary Society. 
GEORGE W. BOSWORTH, Pastor of South Baptist Ch., Boston. 
AMOS WEBSTER, Pastor Second Baptist Ch., Newton. 
JOSEPH BANVARD, Pastor of the Church in West Cambridge. 
JOHN PRYOR, Pastor of the Church at Old Cambridge. 
E. C. MESSENGER, Pastor Baptist Ch , Medway. 
WILLIAM C. CHILD, Pastor First Baptist Ch., Framingham. 
PHINEAS STOW, Pastor Bethel Ch., Boston. 
JAMES N. SYKES, Pastor Winthrop Ch., East Boston. 
EDWARD K. FULLER, Pastor First Baptist Ch., Medford. 
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HIRAM HUTCHINS, Pastor High st. Ch., Charlestown. 

JOHN ALL EX, Pastor Baptist Ch., Gioton. 

WILLIAM C. PATERSOX, Pastor Baptist Ch., East Dcdiwim. 

SILAS RIPLEY, Pastor Baptist Ch.. Foxlioro'. 

HI HAM T. LOVE, Agent of the Newton Theological Institution. 

ELEAZEB RORBINS, Cambridge. 

BARXAS SEA US. Secretary of the Board of Education. 

ALVAH HOVEY. Tcaclicr of Hebrew in Newton Theological Inst. 

W. F. STUB BERT. Pastor Baptist Ch., Maiden. 

LEWIS E. CASWELL, City Missionary, Boston. 

BENJAMIN A. EDWARDS. Pastor First Baptist Ch., Watertown. 

B. C. GRAFTON, Cambridge. 

S. F. SMITH, Pastor First Baptist Ch., Newton. 

"WILLIAM L. BROWN, Boston. 

JOHN C. STOCKBRIDGE, Pastor First Baptist Ch., Woburn. 
JULIUS S. SHAILER, Pastor Trcmont Baptist Ch., Roxbury. 
GEORGE J. CARLTON, Newton Centre. 
JOHN BLAIN, Charlestown. 
JOHN COOKSON, Reading. 

ROBERT E. PATTISON, Professor in Newton Theological Inst. 
Boston-. April 29, 18. r »2. 

The address having been read, the committee presented to Dr. 
Sharp, in the name of their brethren, and as a token of their love 
and esteem, a chaste and rich Silver Vase and Salver, crowned 
with a beautiful Boquet of Flowers, and bearing the following in- 
scription : — 

" Presented to Rev. DANIEL SHARP, D. D., on the Fortieth 
Anniversary of his Settlement as Pastor of the Charles Street Bap- 
tist Church, April 29, 1852, by his ministering brethren of the 
Boston Baptist Associations, to Bhow their veneration for his un- 
blemished character as a good Minister of Jesus Christ." 

Dr. Sharp was much affected by this unanticipated testimonial. 
He said, that he could not find words to express his feelings ; he 
was overwhelmed by so unexpected a manifestation of friendly re- 
gard. When the society first resolved on this celebration, he sup- 
posed that his ministering brethren in Boston and a few others 
might be present ; but he had not a thought of such a meeting as 
this. He remarked, that he was penetrated with a grateful sense 
of all the kindness exhibited to him in the past and now. His feel- 
ings would allow him to say no more. He invoked the blessing of 
Almighty God upon them, but in words that were scarcely audible. 

6 
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The morning services were closed by singing the following hymn ; 

Among the saints on earth 

Let mutual love lie found — 
Heirs of the same inheritance, 

With mutual Messing* crowned 1 . 

Thus will the church below 

Resemble that ubove ; 
Where streams of endless pleasure flow 

And every heart is love. 

It was announced here that there would be an intermission of an 
hour, during which time all present were invited to repair to the 
vestry and partake of a collation which had been prepared for the 
occasion. Owing to the smallness of the vestry, it was filled three 
successive times before all could be accommodated. The room was 
modestly decorated with evergreens, and over the pulpit was the 
inscription, " Gratitude, Hope, Love." 



AFTERNOON SERVICES. 



During the early part of the afternoon exercises, Rev. Dr. Peck 
presided ; subsequently he resigned his place to Rev. Dr. Neale. 
The exercises were commenced by a Voluntary on the organ, which 
was followed by singing the following hymn : — 

• 

Kindred in Christ, for his dear sake, 

A hearty welcome here receive \ 
May we together now partake 

The joys which only he can give. 

May He, by whose kind care we meet, 

Send His good Spirit from ubove, 
Make our communications sweet, 

And cause our hearts to burn with love. 

Thus as the moments pass away, 

We'll love, and wonder, and adore ; 
And hasten on the glorious day, 

When we8hall meet to part no more. 
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Prayer was offered by Rev. Alva Woods, D. D., of Provideecc, 
It. I. The first speaker introduced to the audience was Rev. E. L. 
Magoux, pastor of the Oliver Street Baptist Church, New York, 
He epoke substantially as follows : — 

It is divinely affirmed that " God is love ; " and to verify this in 
personal experience is the divinity of life. The beneficence of our 
Maker, and the immortality of our spirit, are indicated by the fact 
that we are endowed bv the attribute of affection, the noblest exer- 
cise of which ever occasions the purest joy. The best part of our 
existence is made to consist in that which is lived in the welfare of 
others. Admiration is godlike animation. Magnanimously to ap- 
preciate excellence is at once the prophecy and guaranty of its 
possession. When the ingenuous pay tribute to merit, they appro- 
priate it. He who most habitually and justly recognizes and pro- 
claims the cream of goodness in others, will himself be the last to 
grow meagre on mental skim milk. We must expand, fortify, and 
adorn our own nature, while we are prompt to aid, and zealous to 
commend our struggling comrades in the path of life. The only 
way to Deity is through humanity, and the soul partakes of the 
divine nature just so far as it participates in the fountain of love. 
This is the source where young genius finds its magical inspiration 
and creative wand. It is the vital heat which prevents the para- 
lytic worship of self. As the passion for Iphigenia changed the 
rustic nature of Oymon to refined civility, so does reverential 
esteem raise the uncouth and impotent into the possession of col- 
lossal power invested with a celestial use. 

Moreover, it is interesting to observe how we arc made suscepti- 
ble of the profoundest emotions in the presence only of matter the 
most venerable and mind the most worn. True greatness is the 
outgrowth of itself alone ; it is never enhanced by the praise of 
men, but attains all its worth and magnitude in spite of them. But 
when the greatest obstacles have been conquered, the victor is sure 
to win the widest and best applause. A petted plant may be fra- 
grant in the hothouse, and a puny sapling may stand gracefully on 
the common ; but our deeper emotions are elicited by the unshel- 
tered oak, which, already hoary with age, and scarred by storms, 
still towers in verdure and throws its branches to the blast, using 
earth as a standing place, whenco to stretch a hardy growth towards 
heaven. 
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Washington's inauguration costume, with all its chaste splendor, 
is much less attractive to the thoughtful patriot than his sooty camp- 
utensils and battered field arms. A new ship in elegant attire, and 
a fresh recruit in gaudy uniform, may please for the moment, but 
our permanent admiration is reserved for some dismantled " Dread- 
naught," or mutilated " Old Guard," antique in model and dress, 
it may be, but redolent of that undecaying honor which protracted 
and heroical service for ever commands. 

But let not these analogies belie our intentions. We come not 
here to contemplate what was once efficient, and at the same time 
lament that it is fast growing obsolete. The u Dreadnaught" of 
our admiration is yet staunch and seaworthy, from keelson to royal 
block ; has all original ordnance on board, heavily charged ; and, 
with banner flying unstained and fearless as ever before, is no laid- 
up craft, but still fleet and strong to brave the battle and the 
breeze. " Old Guard," forsooth ! Why, if the most agile and 
chivalrous amongst us would select a genial companion to trample 
morning dew in the vale, or chase retiring sunbeams along the 
steeps of soaring mountains, would he not welcome to his aspiring 
and joyous pursuit one whose gray hairs are all on the outside of 
his head, and whose heart has never outgrown its youth ? 

This, however, is dangerous ground for filial enthusiasm to tread 
upon. Let us turn from the hero to the field of his forty years' 
Avar. Think of the weapons that have here been employed, and the 
varied classes who have been benefited by their use ! Here child- 
hood has come, gradually to be impressed and transformed by the 
almost invincible power of a permanent pastor. His looks, tones, 
precepts, have stamped themselves on plastic faculties — the first 
high lessons of this world, and the mighty monitor of the next. 
Hither youth has come, ardent and emulative, to listen to those 
divine counsels designed for the enterprising, and fitted to mould 
the magnanimous into the grandest svmmetrv, imbue with the 
richest resources, and prompt to the most useful life. Here the 
matured in age and virtue have listened through a long succession 
of years, with ever freshening delight, to those doctrines which fur- 
nished their earliest relief and latest strength. Before this altar of 
love and faith, the happy and hopeful have blended their connubial 
vows ; here rejoicing hundreds have publicly put on Christ ; and 
hence have two generations departed to the fearful glories of the 
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spirifc-land. Hither has come the lonely wanderer from his rural 
home, burdened with strange thoughts and feelings swelling at his 
heart, and, in the midst of city solitude more arid and desolate than 
the wilds of his native hills, has shrunk to a retired seat in yon 
gallery, led by the attractions of a name, and thenceforth been in- 
spired by the influence thus enjoyed. Pressing thick and earnestly 
on this battle-field of exalted and comprehensive principles, citizens, 
patriots, and philanthropists have gathered, at first to be thrilled 
by the primitive enthusiasm of tbeir champion, and then, as maturer 
thought gave not less heat but more solidity to professional wisdom, 
have looked to this beacon for guidance in the darkest hours. If 
brutal fanaticism kindled the flames of intolerance on neighboring 
heights in the nineteenth century, as at former periods, this pulpit 
promptly rebuked the frenzied act. As distinguished worth passed 
from different spheres of human pursuit, sometimes the most oppo- 
site, to the dread tribunal that awaits us all, friendship here signal- 
ized its own worth by discreet and merited commendation. Not 
with the North or the South, the East or the West, has the service 
of this altar been identified ; but along every segment of the great 
circle of dogma and duty, and in measured proportion, truth has 
here spoken, unbought and undismayed. 

With language carefully guarded against fulsome praise, this 
poor appreciation of long and exhausting toil is wrung from the 
common mind. Oh, what must be the intense gratitude that gushes 
in perennial purity through more intimate hearts yet throbbing on 
the shores of time, and in the holier reminiscences which mingle 
with the bliss of heaven ! Another commemoration is in reserve, 
designed, like this, not so much to honor the servant as his Lord ; 
and when, unlike this, the advance of existence will obliterate 
neither name nor feature from memory, but, in the rising glory of 
everlasting day, the fond and faithful pastor will perfectly know and 
love his friends. God grant that we may all be there in the right- 
eousness of the Redeemer, so that while Charles Street may for ever 
continue a recollection, mortality can never add a regret ! 

Rev. Rollin H. Neale, D. D., pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Boston, was the next speaker called upon. He commenced 
by saying, that permanency in the pastoral relation, such as was 
seen in the present instance, was alike creditable to the pastor 
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and the people. It indicated on their part stability, and kind- 
ness, and an appreciation of those qualities in the Christian min- 
istry, which, while perhaps not so vivid and startling in their 
effect far a single Sabbath, contributed most efficiently to the ulti- 
mate and lasting good of the church and of the community. It 
also evinced on the part of the pastor a more than ordinary degree 
of power, from whatever source it may arise, either from talent, or 
education, or habits of study, or all these combined. It indicates 
a love of his profession, and the grace of continuance, (a rare virtue 
in these days,) and in general, is an evidence of fidelity and hon- 
esty in " the sacred cause." The simple fact of remaining the 
public teacher and pastor of the same church, and that an intelli- 
gent and Christian congregation, like the one worshipping in this 
house, during a period of forty years, where, as with us, the rela- 
tion depends entirely upon the voluntary suffrages of the people, is 
a higher encomium upon a man's mind, and heart, and character, 
than any eulogistic phrases that the tongue of the eloquent or the 
pen of the " readiest writer " can employ. Such men as Stillman, 
and Baldwin, and Hawes need not the praises of their brethren. 

With the pastor of this church, said Dr. Neale, I have long had 
the honor of an intimate acquaintance. I am accustomed to take 
counsel of him as from a father. Nay, in his unaffected goodness 
of heart, I have been made to forget his age, and his honors, and 
acknowledged superiority ; and in our social relations we meet and 
feel as brothers. 

Dr. Neale related a number of incidents in the history of several 
ministers of different denominations, illustrating the influence of 
self-control on the permanence of the pastoral relation, and closed 
by quoting a sentiment from Dr. Baldwin, who used to say that if a 
minister would keep out of " hot water," and remain for any con- 
siderable time in the same place, he must be conscientiously kind ; 
insensible to petty annoyances ; and in all circumstances, " imper- 
turbably good natured." 

Hon. Heman Lincoln, formerly connected with Charles Street 
Church, and one of its constituent members, next addressed the 
audience. He said this numerous and waiting assembly must be 
aware, that there stands before them the only male member left of 
this church as it was at its formation. Reference has been made 
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to the preparatory measures in the gathering of this people. Forty- 
three years have swept away many recollections of that period ; 
yet some things I can remember, having been one of the building 
committee. I cannot, of course, bring to my mind, without the 
deepest and tenderest emotion, the affection and kindness that 
prevailed among us. Our meetings were all opened with prayer, 
when the divine aid was sought, and, no doubt, granted. 

This church has had always a deep interest in my affections, and 
a warm place in my heart. Though soon after its formation it be- 
came necessary that I should remove to the church with which I 
was previously connected ; yet this was so endeared to me that I 
might call it a home. 

The first pastor of this church was " mighty in the Scriptures," 
a devoted servant of God. To the present pastor I bear a most 
cherished respect and affection. Our acquaintance has ever been 
of a happy character. I have often gone to him for counsel on 
important subjects, and never have I had occasion to regret follow- 
ing it. This long and familiar intercourse has endeared him to my 
heart, and has produced in my mind the greatest respect and ven- 
eration for his character. • 

In calling to mind the names of the brethren who united in the 
formation of ihis church, the beloved Ensign Lincoln stands fore- 
most. He was, indeed, " a standard bearer ;" and the text which 
was the foundation of the discourse delivered by the venerable pas- 
tor of this church after his decease, — " An excellent spirit was in 
him" — was peculiarly applicable to him. 

Nor can I omit to mention the endeared names of Ward Jack- 
son, and Thomas Kendall, who were unanimously elected deacons. 
I advert to them with the deepest emotion. They were good men 
and true. They contributed much to the peace and prosperity of 
the church, and to the comfort of the pastor. 

Nearly all the first constituents have followed those who through 
faith and patience have gone to inherit the promises. It is a solemn 
reflection to the few that remain. The Master is saying, " Be ye 
also ready." This is a day long to be remembered by those who 
honor the early history of the church. 

The influence of the present pastor is deeply felt here, and in the 
community generally. He was greatly attached to the venerable 
Dr. Baldwin, and has imbibed much of his conciliatory and Christian 
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spirit. Long may he be spared to exert a salutary influence. Long 
may it be said of him, *' The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it 
be found in the way of righteousness." 

The congregation then united in singing the following hymn : — 

Spirit of ponce, celestial Dove, 

How excellent thy praise ! 
No richer gift than Christian love, 

Thy gracious power displays. 

Sweet as the dew on herb and flower, 

That silently distills, 
At evening's soft and haliny hour, 

On Zion's fruitful hills ; — 

So. with mild influence from above, 

Shall promised grace descend, 
Till universal peace and love 

O'er all the earth extend. 

After the hymn, Henry S. Washburn, Esq., of Worcester, 
formerly a member of Charles Street Church, delivered the fol- 
lowing beautiful and appropriate Poem. 
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MEMORIES OF THE PAST. 

BY IIEKRT 8. WASHBURN. 

Blest be this hour ! that organ's mellow strain 
Comes like the message of a friend again, 
For willing feet have passed the threshold o'er, 
And tread the aisles of this old Church once more. 
We come with gladness, from the din and strife, 
The fleeting phantoms of this chequered life ; 
The dust of years we shake from off" our feet, 
As old companions by the way we meet, 
And wipe the sweat from manhood's furrowed brow, 
As friends, long absent, cluster round us now, 
And through the mists of buried years, we gaze 
Upon the landmarks of our early days. 

Blest be this hour ! as comes the weary child, 

By cloudless skies and fairy scenes beguiled, 

Back to his home, as lengthening shadows lay 

Along the landscape, at the close of day, — 

So come we now, the children of one hearth, 

From the gay dreams, and weary cares of earth, 

To this old shrine, the spirit's calm retreat, 

Where the Shekinah crowns the Mercy Seat ; 
7 
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Not as we went — for many an eye is dim, 

And slowly moves the once elastic limb ; 

The cheek hath faded, and life's rosy morn 

Is of its thousand witching beauties shorn ; 

And they, once firm in manhood's strength and prime, 

Have bowed before the onward march of time. 

But, while we miss full many a form to-day, 

Whose smiles were wont around our path to play, 

Oh I more than blest, yet lingering on the shore, 

To hear his welcome, clasp his hand once more, 

Whose manly voice, through sunshine and through tears, 

Hath cheered and blessed us for " these forty years ;" 

'Till now, in faith, on Pisgah's height we stand, 

And view the glories of the goodly land. 

Oh, wondrous change ! it seems but yester morn 

Since I, a youth, by wayward fancies borne, 

With bouyant feet tripped lightly o'er the green, 

Just as the sun above the hills was seen — 

" God keep thy spirit pure and undefiled, 

" God's blessing rest upon thy path, my child," 

Said a meek voice, whose lingering tones to-day, 

In angel whispers, cheer me on my way. 

And, as I paused beside the open door, 

To take one look, one parting blessing more, 

The little birds their softest farewell sung, 

The dim old woods with farewell echoes rung, 

The sparkling rill sent up a farewell sigh, 

The weeping willows gently breathed " good bye," 

And brier, and fern, and dewy scented flower 

Joined in the farewells of that parting hour. 

I wandered lonely through the crowded street, 
But caught no smile from all I chanced to meet, 
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A stranger, cast upon the world's highway, 
In the same city where I've walked to day. 
But soon its scenes, of ever changing hue, 
Passed like a dream before my wondering view, 
And silver lays from fairy harps were sung, 
And pleasure wooed me with her flattering tongue. 
Not far I wandered ; there was thrown a spell 
Around my being, that I knew full well ; 
When the Deceiver archly said " ye may," 
My father's voice in kindness whispered " nay " ; 
When to my lips was brought the cup of bliss, 
Upon my cheek I felt my mother's kiss ; 
And firm resolve to childhood's hour was given — 
They sleep in hope who lured my feet to Heaven. 

But sixteen summers o'er my head had flown, 

When he, whose harp now thrills before the throne, 

My dear companion, and my early friend, 

True at the first, and faithful to the end, 

With cords of love, in kindness drew me here, 

With him to shed the penitential tear. 

It was a day when God's great power was felt, 

When sinners trembling at this altar knelt, 

When youth and age to God their being gave, 

And rose to newness from the yielding wave. 

I well remember what a solemn air 

This holy place was wont that day to wear ; 

With what an unction gospel truth was taught, 

What soul-transforming wonders then it wrought. 

'Twas ere the skill of artizan had planned 

This sacred desk, in which your bard doth stand ; 

When in its place, and seen from every pew, 

Rose the round pulpit, comely to our view. 
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'Twas ere the organ took the viol's place, 
And trilled its solos and its deep sub-bass ; 
When such old tunes as " China " and " Dundee,' 
Came to the soul like music o'er the sea. 
Indulge the bard, should ho repeat a lay — 
A scene inspired upon a recent day. 

The preacher had his sermon preached, 

And prayer befitting marked its close, 
When lingering yet where prayer was made, 

The preacher and the people rose. 
They sung a hymn, — the hymn was old, 

The lines were like familiar things ; 
But, oh the music ! it awoke 

The echoes of a thousand strings, 
As to the soul those good old lays 
Recalled the scenes of other days. 

i 

The young man felt, and wondered why 

He had not heard such strains before ; 
The old man wept, and seemed again 

To live his very childhood o'er : 
As quickly, from the treasured past, 

Came visions of the olden time, 
When his dear father worshipped God, 

While swaying to the music's chime. 
And by his side they sat who shared 

The sunshine of his early days ; 
What other could he do than weep, 

To hear once more those good old lays ? 

Oh, Art may charm, and newer strains 
May better please the youthful breast ; 
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But unto him whose locks are grey, 

The oldest music is the best. 
And so, me thought, as died away 

Those strains within that place of prayer, 
That heaven to some will sweeter he, 

If " China " be remembered there. 

In yonder tower, just underneath the bell, 

Our vestry was, as ye remember well ; 

Hard was th' ascent, yet fraught with wisdom rife 

That he must toil who'd lead a holy life : 

Oh, sacred spot ! we never yet have striven 

In one, methinks, so closely up to Heaven. 

And there were men in those good days, I ween, 
Better than whom this world hath seldom seen, 
Who trod these aisles with low and reverent air, 
And plead for sinners fervently in prayer. 
They're with us now, the witnesses to-day 
Of rites we offer, and the vows we pay : 
And as their forms in snowy brightness bend, 
I catch the tones of many a long loved friend ; 
And Freeman, Lincoln, Jackson, Woodcock now, 
And Cobb and Kendall in our worship bow, 
And pledges give that in those mansions there, 
Are seats for all who Christ's redemption share. 

Yes, Freeman ! well beloved ! before my eyes 
Had looked on thee, thou'dst passed into the skies 
But the sweet perfume of thy memory lives, 
And courage yet to Christian labor gives. 

And, Lincoln ! zealous, holy man of God ! 
How nfcekly thou before thy Maker trod ; 
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With what persuasion didst thou preach the truth, 
In accents winning both to age and youth. 
Where two or three had met for praise and prayer, 
'Twas thy delight to mingle with them there. 
In many a church, in many a quiet jplace, 
The people lovo thy lineaments to trace, 
And speak of him, whose unobtrusive aim 
Was to do good in the Redeemer's name. 

And, Woodcock ! freely thou didst learn to draw 

Divine instruction from God's holy law : 

His sovereign power, his grace in Christ displayed, 

In thy plain speech was earnestly portrayed. 

" God can be just, and save a soul like me ; 

" Then sinners trust Him," would his message be ; 

" His promises are sure, then doubt no more, 

" He'll bring the Christian safe to Canaan's shore." 

Oh, that my soul for one short hour could gaze 

With such clear vision on God's works and ways. 

And, Cobb ! thou model of the righteous man, 

Too brief, alas ! was thy allotted span : 

Upon His altar thou didst freely lay 

The gathered treasures of each passing day : 

Beneath thy smiles, and words of kindly cheer, 

Zion came forth and goodly did appear : 

Our School of Prophets at thy touch arose, 

Fair as the morn, and fragrant as the rose, 

And throned yet, a City on a Hill, 

She feels the pulses of thy warm heart still. 

If but thy spirit thrilled our hearts to-day, 

The Church would rise and chase the clouds away, 

And hope exultant, borne on upward wing, ^ 

Would of deliverance to the captive sing. 
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And thou, dear friend ! in vain my lyre essays 
To sing a requiem worthy of thy praise ; 
Who through long years of toil and suffering shed 
The oil of gladness on the Pagan's head ; 
Who meekly did thy Heavenly Father's will, 
Content thy work of mercy to fulfil — 
Who smoothed the ringlets on thine infant's face, 
And left it sleeping in sleep's calm embrace, 
And bade again thy native land adieu, 
On Heathen shores thy mission to pursue, 
For morn, and eve, the Karen convert weeps, 
Around the grave where Helen Mason sleeps. 

Nor less, my harp, thy feeble tribute pay 
To her whose soul hath also passed away, 
Who, like an angel from a holier sphere, 
To hearts bereaved spake words of kindly cheer ; 
Who blessed the poor, as day by day she went 
Through scenes of woe, on heavenly errand sent, 
Nor ceased, till came from Afric's burning sand 
The voice that called her from her native land ; 
For dusky forms bless Him who came to save, 
And roses twine around her honored grave. 

And thou ! who yet dost tread this vale of tears, 
Beneath the weight of Time's advancing years, 
Whose genial life, like sunset's mellow glow, 
Sheds its mild radiance on the vales below, 
Like some fair column, beauteous in decay, 
Crowned with new lustre as it wears away, — 
Accept the tribute of our homage now, 
A garland worthy of thine honored brow, 
For ransomed pagans pure will keep thy fame, 
And wreathe with Judson's, Heman Lincoln's name. 
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Thus break the links ! with each returning year 
We miss some form we long had cherished here ; 
Some vacant seat is seen beside our hearth, 
And sorrow dims the fairest spot on earth. 
Thus, one by one, we pass from earth away, 
To meet the scenes of an eternal day : 
Oh, greatly blest, when all these ties are riven, 
To meet again within the courts of Heaven ! 

But cease, my lay : these Memories of the Past 
Come like the shadows o'er the landscape cast ; 
We'll leave in hope the generous and the true, 
Who've safely passed life's thorny journey through ; 
Enough for us to tread the path they trod, 
And walk as humbly as they walked with God. 

Let us arise : the ruthless hand of Time 

Falls lightly yet on manhood's noonday prime, 

And we may mark life's yet unwritten page, 

With deeds and virtues worthy of our age. 

Ours is an age of action, strong and bold, 

The age of conquest, and the age of gold : 

With rapid strides our young Republic throws, 

O'er spicy vales, and o'er the eternal snows, 

The " star and stripes," and bids earth's millions rest, 

In peace and plenty, on her ample breast. 

Pacific billows listen to the roar 

Of sister billows on the Atlantic shore. 

Nor less doth Zion spread her victories far, 

Nor less triumphal speeds her conquering car. 

When fresh the dew of youth was on his brow, 

Whose silver locks claim our true homage now, 

Scarce on the nations, sunk in Error's night, 

Had shone the gospel's renovating light. 
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Now lift your eyes, and listen to the strain 
That sweeps to day by many a shrine and fane, 
The song of praise the heathen convert sings, 
His willing tribute to the King of kings. 
And still new marts for the Redeemer's praise 
Are spread before us in the world's highways. 
Traffic and commerce now, on every shore, 
Prepare the way and open wide the door. 
So let it be, so let His kingdom come, 
So let the reapers shout the harvest home ! 

Then blessings be on all, from year to year, 

Who shall come up to praise their Maker here ; 

And blessings be upon his honored head, 

Who feeds the flock with ever living bread. 

And strengthened, brethren, by these rites to day, 

For sterner conflict in the narrow way, 

Let us press on, and life's great work fulfil, 

In meek obedience to our Master's will : 

For know, that life's best spent, whose closing days 

Bring the most honor to the Saviour's praise. 
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Dr. Neale then stated that some clergymen were present who 
had been licensed to preach by this church, from whom it would be 
pleasant to hear. Responding to this call, Rev. Wm. Leverett, 
pastor of the Baptist Church in New England Village, remarked : — 

The few words I may say, on this occasion, will not be addressed 
particularly to the congregation, but to the pastor, for my heart, at 
this time, is drawn towards him. I am, sir, an older man than the 
pastor of the First Baptist Church in this city, who has just addressed 
you as his brother, and I have been in the ministry much longer 
than he has ; but I have never, as yet, called you brother, and I 
cannot, at this time, address you in this familiar manner : but I 
can address you as my spiritual father, and assure you I have 
cherished and do now cherish towards you, the most sincere filial 
respect and affection. 

Forty years have passed away since you were installed as the 
pastor of this church, and thirty-seven years have passed away 
since I first heard you preach in this pulpit and came under your 
religious influence. In May, 1815, my residence was in Cam- 
bridgeport. One pleasant Sabbath morning, during that month, I 
came into this city, mainly for the walk. Whilst crossing the 
bridge, the bells were tolling for meeting. Having been brought 
up to attend public worship, and seeing this house was near to the 
bridge, I directed my steps towards it, and having entered it, took 
my seat in that gallery. At that time I had no knowledge of the 
Baptists as a religious denomination, and had never heard of your- 
self or your church. During the services I became very much in- 
terested, not in the sermon, but in your appearance and manner of 
speaking. I left with the feeling that you was a man whose preach- 
ing I should like to hear Sabbath after Sabbath. On the following 
Lord's Day I again directed my steps to this house, without know- 
ing the name of the preacher or the denomination with which he 
was connected ; and I continued to come every Sabbath, until, 
after twelve or fourteen months, I found myself, in many respects, 
entirely changed. During this period, as I now believe, I " passed 
from death unto life," became a "new creature in Christ Jesus," 
and entered upon a new course of life. In July, 1816, 1 was bap- 
tized, and received into this church ; in 1818, 1 received the appro- 
bation of the church to study for the ministry, and in January, 
1S25, was dismissed from the church to unite with the First Baptist 
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Church in Roxbury, haying accepted an invitation to receive ordi- 
nation as their pastor. 

From 1816 to this day I have been more or less under your in- 
fluence. No other man has had such an influence over me as you 
have had ; and all your influence has been kind and wise, and for 
my good. During this long period of thirty-seven years, it has 
been my privilege to see much of you and to converse much with 
you in private, as well as to listen to your instructions in public ; 
and my respect for you, my attachment to you, and my confidence 
in you, have been increasing from my first acquaintance to the 
present moment. 

To me this is an interesting occasion, and I rejoice that I am 
permitted to be here. In the language of the beautiful hymn with 
which the services were introduced, I can say, 

* 

" We come, thy goodness to record, 

"Whose grace our fears relieved, 
lie re, iclure ice mit/ht and/omul tht Lord, 

Here, where wejirst believed" 

I have listened with deep interest to your discourse this morning ; 
and being familiar with much of the history of this church and of 
the denomination in this vicinity during most of the period reviewed 
in the discourse, I can bear testimony to the truth of the statements 
made. A thousand recollections now come up before my mind ; 
but there is not time for extended remarks. As I left the pew to 
come to the desk, the interesting narrative contained in the Second 
Book of Kings, second chapter, occurred to my mind, one verse of 
which (second) I will read. " And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry 
here, I pray thee ; for the Lord hath sent me to Bethel. And 
Elisha said unto him, As the Lord Uueth, and as thy soul liveth, I 
will not leave thee" A sincere and ardent friendship had long ex- 
isted between these two men. Elijah had served his God and his 
generation with great fidelity, and was now approaching the end of 
his earthly labors ; but his heart was still in the work of the Lord, 
and he was disposed to labor as long as he had the opportunity to 
do so ; and his personal friendships must not interfere with his pub- 
lic labors. The ideas suggested to my mind by the narrative were 
these two : the disposition of Elijah to labor for the good of others 
as long as he had strength and opportunity to do so — and the dis- 
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position of Elisha to continue with him and sustain him — " as tho 
Lord livcth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee." I do not 
say I wish that life may be continued to you many or few years — 
that I leave with the Lord to decide ; but I do say, I hope as long 
as life shall be continued, you will continue to have both strength 
and opportunity to labor in the ministry — and that this church and 
congregation, and your brethren in the ministry, will all feel to- 
wards you as Elisha felt towards Elijah — all have a disposition to 
rally round you, and sustain you, and cooperate with you in build- 
ing up the Redeemer's kingdom at Bethel, at Jericho, and at Jor- 
dan — at home and abroad. Especially may the feelings of this 
church toward you be in accordance with the language of the 
prophet, " As the Lord livcth, and as thy soul liveth, we will not 
leave thee " — we will sustain and cheer you in all your labors until 
you shall be called home to be here no more. And whenever it 
shall please the Lord to call you hence, may your departure be 
peaceful and hopeful, and may your mantle fall upon some one pos- 
sessing a kindred spirit and cherishing similar views and aims, 
whose influence over this church and neighborhood during another 
forty or more years, shall, as yours has been, bo wise, and kind, 
and elevating. 

Rev. Joiix Cooksox, having next been called up, remarked 
that brother Ncale had said that the heart of the relative of 
the Pastor is full — perhaps it is too full for him to be able to 
give utterance to his feelings. Our brother from New York 
had also said that childhood and age have come up to this 
church, and youth has come from its rural home in the country 
to this city with its different aspect of life, and found safety 
from the snares and dangers that surround it, in the bosom of 
this church. I felt the truth of this remark. I came a stran- 
ger, to this strange land ; I came to this pastor a stranger, 
and he took me in, and was a father to me. It is true, I was not 
a stranger in name, for I had sat on his knee in my childhood ; but 
I came to him unexpectedly, at a time when he was not looking for 
me, at the ardent desire of a sister, to whom he was peculiarly 
dear. Many years ago I became a member of this church. 

It was the remark of the pastor that of those who assisted at 
his installation, all arc now gone. I have also to say that of those 
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who took part in my ordination, he is the only one living. Vener- 
able men ! Baldwin and Grafton, and Nelson and Jacobs, and 
Gwstavus Davis — all gone to their reward ! 

In the place in which I was settled, I have been happy, though 
not without seasons of care aud trial. 

Seven years ago, when the pastor of this church went to Eng- 
land, I was the victim of one of the most distressing of maladies. 
I shall never forget the kindness with which brother Neale said to 
me, 4i Accompany your uncle to England, and we will see your 
pulpit supplied while you are gone." As I am expecting to go 
again to England next week, I gladly tako this opportunity, pub- 
licly, to express my grateful thanks for this generous offer. 

Long, my dear father, may you remain here. Long may you 
live, still occupying the station you hold in this church. If I 
return, may this church still be called mine, and your habitation 
my American home. 

Rev. Mr. Thomas, of Brandon, Vt., said that he had observed, 
on going into the vestry, the motto, " Gratitude, Hope, Love." 
He felt that these affections of the soul had been greatly strength- 
ened this day. It was worth coming all the way from Western 
Vermont to participate in such an occasion as this. 

Twenty years ago, he came trembling up this aisle, on the even- 
ing of the stated lecture, to preach, in order to obtain a license. 
He took his stand under the pulpit, and tried to preach ; after 
which he retired. The church having acted in the case he felt 
much relieved, not because he felt qualified to preach, but because 
the suspense was taken away. . The pastor said to me, " The church 
have approved of your going on. Why, brother Thomas, the 
church have treated you better than they did me, for I had to 
preach seven times in order to obtain permission to go on, and you 
have only had to do so once." 

Mr. Thomas thanked the church for their forbearance ; he said 
he could hardly have gone through the ordeal seven times. He 
should come trembling to preach now. He renewedly thanked the 
church, and said he was glad to be here to-day. 

Professor Ripley, of Newton, was next requested to address the 
meeting. He took occasion to mention his long-standing intimacy 
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with Dr. Sharp, and the fact of having received from him, at ordi- 
nation, the Right Hand of Fellowship. Referring to that part of 
the Discourse which relates to movements in behalf of ministerial 
education, since my connection with the Newton Theological 
Institution — now these twenty-five years — he said, I have, at 
times, repaired to your pastor for advice, and never in vain. 
He has always cherished a deep and unabated interest in this great 
subject. I have supposed that the generous benefactions of the 
late N. R. Cobb, to the Education Society and to the Newton 
Institution, were to be traced, in a great measure, to the influence 
of his and your pastor, exerted perhaps unconsciously, and felt, it 
may be, not as a direct moving power ; for your pastor never cared 
about seeming to be the real moving force in such matters. He 
who did a good thing under his influence did it of his . own accord. 

For several successive years the funds of a Ladies* Society in 
Charles Street were, in accordance with the well known views of 
your pastor and his excellent lady, directed to the library of the 
Newton Institution, greatly to the advantage of the students. A 
female member of this church, in the near prospect of death, en- 
trusted a sum of money to her pastor for benevolent purposes, wish- 
ing him to divide it, according to his discretion, between the mis- 
sionary cause and the library of the Institution. This secured to 
us four hundred dollars. The mother of this estimable young lady 
followed the daughter's example, and donated, at her decease a few 
years after, to our library, through your pastor, au equal sum. 
Other instances of salutary influence might, no doubt, be men- 
tioned. Though your pastor might say, for ought I know, in refer- 
ence to the Institution and the cause of ministerial education, 
" Silver and gold have I none," he always has said, — and has 
acted accordingly,- — " Such as I have, give I thee." Allow me 
also to say, that at a very early stage of our operations at Newton, 
a valuable collection of the works of the early Christian Fathers 
was known to be for sale at a reasonable rate, and that my col- 
league, Rev. Dr. Chase, was exceedingly desirous to secure them 
for our library. He proposed the matter to a gentleman, now pre- 
sent in this assembly, well known for his generosity in supporting 
Christian enterprises. That individual, wishing to employ his means 
advisedly and to the best effect, promised to take the proposal into 
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consideration, and sought an interview with your pastor. The re- 
sult was, our library came into possession of the books. 

Rev. Drs. Blagden and Adams, of the Congregational Church, 
having been alluded to, by the Rev. Dr. Neale, Dr. Blagden said, 
that as he was present at the exercises in the morning, and the 
senior of Dr. Adams, by a few years, in age, it seemed proper that 
he should first respond to the allusion that had been made ; and he 
did so in hope that he should be followed by his brother in the min- 
istry of the gospel. 

He was glad that members from other denominations of Chris- 
tians had been invited to express their sentiments on this occasion, 
principally, because it gave him an opportunity to bear his willing 
testimony to the truth of the remarks that had been made in the 
morning, respecting the catholic and Christian bearing of the Rev. 
Dr. Sharp towards all other evangelical religious sects. And he 
bore this testimony the more readily, because he believed that this 
generous kindness of their venerated friend to the members of other 
sects was not the result of mere policy, or passion, but of clearly 
defined and immutable religious principle. So that, marked and 
constant as his exercise and expression of this courtesy had always 
been, there was not the least sacrifice of religious principle in its 
indulgence. 

Genuine and catholic Christian fellowship had its origin in three 
fundamental and interesting facts ; namely, unity of object ; same- 
ness of rules or principles in the desire and pursuit of that object ; 
and the same kind and course of feeling and action, in obedience to 
those rules for the attainment of the common end. The object of 
supreme love and desiro with Christians of every name and sect, 
was Christ and His glory and kingdom ; — their rules, or princi- 
ples, were the great fundamental truths of the gospel ; — the sinful 
and lost state of man ; — the death of Jesus, or " Christ crucified," 
as a sacrifice for sin ; and the necessity of being born from above, 
or of the Spirit, in the exercise of repentance and faith, for man to 
be a partaker in the benefits of the atonement. These, with willing, 
affectionate, self-denying feelings and actions under their influence, 
and under that of supreme love for this blessed object, formed a 
three-fold cord of love in all true Christians, by whatever names 
they may be called, or in whatever forms they might worship, 
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which could not be easily broken, and which caused them to keep 
the unity of the spirit, in the bond of peace. 

v In this view of the case, Dr. Blagden said, he was glad that we 
were not, as Christians, all united in forms, while we were the 
same in spirit ; but was happy that there were varieties of form. 
He was glad that there were Baptists ; — glad that there were 
Episcopalians; — glad that there were Methodists; — glad that 
there were Congregationalists, and other sects. For, to his 
mind, there was, in these varieties of sects, in the present state 

. of human nature, a most striking illustration of the goodness and 
wisdom of God. For, when we noticed the tendency of men — 
even good men — to become corrupted by the possession and 
exercise of great power, it was, in the arrangements of Divine 
Providence, a most blessed dispensation, that Christian sects, with 
the same spirit of love to their common master, and the same funda- 
mental principles of belief and practice, were thus kept separated 
from one another in some unessential forms. It helped to keep the 
various divisions of the sacramental host of God's elect pure ; and 
to cause them, each, to be more faithful and persevering in promot- 
ing the kingdom of their Lord, in their respective spheres of duty, 
until the whole church, composed of all who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity, shall come forth, in the unity of the Spirit, and 
with diversities of forms and gifts, clear as the sun, fair as the 
morn, and terrible as an army with banners. 

It was under the influence of such principles as these, that he 
believed our reverend father and brother was so catholic in his 
whole course of conduct towards other Christian denominations. 
And, therefore, he felt great and conscientious pleasure in bearing 
testimony to his Catholicism, as being one of principle as well as of 
kindness. And he could not but hope, and pray, that under the 
influence of such truths, though of differing names and forms in 
religion, we should all, with him, bo steadfast, immovable, ever 
abounding in the work of our Lord. 

Rev. Dr. Adams, pastor of Essex Street Congregational Church, 
followed Dr. Blagden. He said, If I had gono into one of your 
families to address you, I should not have been more surprised, 
than I am within five minutes to find myself speaking to you now. 
This is a family gathering, and I felt some degree of delicacy in 
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coming here, though certainly I would have laid it aside, and have 
come all day, had it not been for some engagements. I remember 
this beloved man, when I was a student in Cambridge College* 
Hearing the bell of the Baptist Church in Cambridgcport ring one 
Sabbath evening, I went there, and heard him speak. I had never 
seen him before. I felt great respect for him, and was cheered by 
his remarks. I have thought, as I sat here and listened to other 
good men, strangers to me, how many whom God loves are scat- 
tered over the world, whom we do not know, but whom, if we did, 
we should love. 

I have thought, also, what a day of enjoyment must the day of 
judgment be to those who love God ! It will have been lonjz; antici- 
pated by them with delight. As I have to-day heard the secrets of 
hearts revealed, I have thought how in that day will come up many 
faithful words spoken in private, the oft-given cup of cold water, 
the tender sympathy, the many benignant looks, and the deeds of 
kindness untold, — how all these will come up for rehearsal, for 
reward ! 

How rich in recollections and emotions must all tins day have 
been ; and if so rich, how must it be when all come home to hear 
the greetings of love and friendship, and Christian union in the 
better world, where Christ is the object of love and gratitude : — 

" If such the sweetness of the streams, 
What must the fountain be, 
Where saiuts and angels draw their Miss 
Immediately from thee." 

I join with brethren of other denominations in the sentiments ex- 
pressed with regard to this pastor and people. 

Rev. Daniel W. Phillips, pastor of the Baptist Church in 
South Reading, formerly a member of Charles Street Church, next 
addressed the meeting. He said that many years ago certain 
strange doctrines were imported into 1 his native country (Wales) 
from Scotland. Among all the Baptist churches none escaped their 
influence. Only one man stood firm, and he lived to see all the 
churches return to their former belief. That man took him in his 
arms and blessed him, when an infant. When he was old enough to 
be baptized, he baptized him. When he came here, Mr. P. said, 
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friendless and a stranger, the Providence of God drew him to Charles 
Street Church. Here he received aid and encouragement, and dur- 
ing his connection with this church he pursued his studies, prepara- 
tory to the work of the ministrv. lie also remembered well the 
time when words of cheer would have been of more value than now, 
but the pastor, though severely tried, acting from a conviction of 
duty, was self-sustained, and subsequent events have proved at 
least to ray mind the correctness of the position ho maintained. 
Our ministers and churches are not now looking for the earthquake 
and the fire, but for the still small voice. 

Mr. P. alluded to the many acts of kindness he had received 
from Dr. S. and his family, and in an appropriate and affectionate 
manner acknowledged a grateful sense of his own deep personal 
obligation. 

Rev. T. F. Caldicott, pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
Charlestown, said, this to me is an interesting occasion ; it calls 
up many pleasant reminiscences. When I was a child in England, 
my mother used to tell me about Boston, in America, and about 
her brother who lived there, after whom I was named. In 1810, 
when I was six years old, that brother came to England, and took 
back with him his brother and my eldest brother ; from that time 
we were in the habit of hearing frequently from Boston, and espe- 
cially respecting tho progress of the Baptist Churches there. I 
can remember well of hearing about the Charles Street Church, 
and the labors and success of their pastor. In 1820, a letter was 
sent to my mother enclosing a copy of the Report of the Charles 
Street Sabbath School for that year, written by my brother, who 
was then its secretary. Shall I read to you some extracts from 
that Report? These being called for, the speaker read as fol- 
lows': — 

" It having become the duty of this board to inform the society 
of their proceedings and progress the year past, they humbly 
solicit their attention to the following imperfect statement : — 

" The School has been conducted in the same manner, and con- 
tinued the same course as in 1819. Namelv, from the annual 
meeting in April, to the first Sabbath in December, it was held from 
eight o'clock till ten in the forenoon, and from one till the corn- 
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mencement of divine service in the afternoon, in the seats built for 
that purpose behind the singing seats. Since the first Lord's day 
in December we have assembled in the vestry of this house, at the 
ringing of the first bell, and concluded at twelve o'clock in the 
morning of each successive Sabbath. One alteration, however, 
from our former method, is the establishment of a prayer meeting, 
commencing at nine o'clock, and continuing until the hour appointed 
for morning worship. This was effected on the third Sabbath 
of December last, and has been conducted in the vestry during our 
occupancy thereof till the present time ; the children attending the 
meeting, and the school commencing at the ringing of the second 
bell. 

" The number of scholars who have convened in the meeting 
house, during the summer term, has varied from forty-five to ninety, 
and from twenty-five to thirty-five have usually assembled in the 
vestry the past winter months." 

Since then what has God wrought for our denomination in and 
about this city ? 

Although I have never been a member of this church, yet I 
seem to be connected to it by many ties. You, sir, are from the 
same country — England ; but nobody would know that we were 
Englishmen if we did not tell them, we are so thoroughly Ameri- 
canized ; not that we are ashamed of England — she has her glory 
and we glory in that — she has her shame, and of that only we are 
ashamed. My earliest associations are blended with this church, 
on account of the connection that my uncle and brother sustained 
to it in its early history, and still is this interest continued by the 
fact that the youngest son of that uncle was the last person that 
was added to this church by baptism. May the head of the church 
still bless and prosper this branch of his Zion, and grant to its 
pastor many more souls for his labors of love. 

Before pronouncing the benediction, the pastor thanked his 
brethren for their many expressions of esteem and regard. He 
said, from the time it had been determined to commemorate the 
event which had brought them together, his desire had been that 
all the services might be of such a character as to awaken in the 
members of the church and society, feelings of gratitude for the 
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past, hope for the future, and love for the present towards one 
another. This desire had been realized ; and he trusted that the 
sentiments under which this society would act, in all future time, 
would be Gratitude, IIope, Love. 

The Doxology was then sung, and the exercises closed by the 
Benediction, which was pronounced by the pastor. 



Praise God, from whom all blessings flow ; 



Praise him all creatures here below ; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host ; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 



♦ 
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